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. 18 as extreme ee 

I. Jedinnge to you this humble vo- 

lume; an honour I ſhould not have 

preſumed to ſolicit, but from a per- 

fect knowledge of your liberality and 

candour: but, indeed, to whom could 

a 3 with Ser confidence offer it than 

to you; whoſe great regard for the 

cauſe, and earneſt deſire for the pro- 

motion of religion have been equal 4 
and unabated. - ; 


W 


Con- 


© 4 95 1 
ned as are my powers, I 


could, without difficulty, have ad- 


| dreſſed you (like too many authors) 5 


in the ſmooth and eaſy flow of adu- 
lation; but that would have been a 


5 libel upon your extended mind : T 


| ſhall therefore preſent to you a dedi- 7 
cation, in which fincerity may be viſi- 
ble, but flattery not found; and hope 
you will pardon me for PR. » 
A which 5 18 due. F 


be 8 my i . 
lellgment of the warm and ſteady 
attention which you have ever paid 
to the intereſts of this county: your 
impartial and uſeful repreſentation is 
confefled even by thoſe few Who 
have formerly oppoſed you, and will 
| long be remembered by e nume- 
rous friends. 


Your 


6 


5 e eee De MP „ 
5 8 Jo them tell 1 ee Four 
repeated and; diſintereſted efforts 

4 relieve, their miſeries, and aboliſh © 
their ſlavery, will immortalize your 
name. But fame, I am ſure, is 
not at all your: motive, Yours is to 
anſwer the dictates of your conſcience, 


and the en of your creation. 


Above all, it becomes me, as your 
fellow-chriſtian, to return you my 
unfeigned gratitude, for your pious 
zeal, and labour in Chriſt Jeſus, to! 
promote the influence of that eſtab- 
| liſhed religion, to which I am called 
by the grace of God; and which, 
through his bleſſing, has been ably 
defended by the exerciſe of your 
pen. | 

That 
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of virtue, 
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ward of 


he {& 
e the re 
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and your 


"tum, who is, 
and gratitude, 
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may be the ſecret 1 
eternal priz 
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| PARISHIONERS or SKIPTON.” 


rt 


ur beloved Friends, 


: 4 7 ö 5 54 : „ 


My Sibel to vou will be , 
fimple and ſincere. 2 SP | 


The only motive hb W me to 
become author was your inſtruction; the only 
encomium [I deſire is your approbation ; and 
+ the only 3 1 wiſh is 5 2 
comfort. 1 


I am not ignorant how unable I am to 
inform your minds; but, thanks to the Al- 
mighty, I am encouraged by your earneſt 
wiſh to hear, and to receive the doctrines 
of the goſpel. I am well aware, that I de- 
ſerve not your approbation ; but I am proud 
to acknowledge, how highly I am flattered by 


your favourable, though unmerited W 


I 8 No a 

1 am l convinced, that my. abilities 
are too weak, and my efforts too languid to 
promiſe, 1 me any conſiderable ſucceſs; in the 
miniſtry; but Iam greatly ſtimulated by your 
evident progreſs in moral and religious virtues. 


I truſt, my K 1 have not 
to tell you, how great an intereſt I have in 
your welfare; and how near my heart is your 
eternal ſalyation. When I ſee yowliften with 
pious attention to the word of God, and re- 
ceive, with evident pleaſure, his ſacred truths ;' 
believe me, I feel an inward ſpring of joy, 
which words can ill expreſs. When I per- 
ceive them viſibly i improving your hearts, and 


growing up through faith unto eternal life; — 


I experience a comfort, which your ima- 
gination can better Juggeſt, than "wy * 
deſcribe. 0 | 


» Far be it from me to attribute to myſelf, i in 
ag leaſt degree, this bleſſed change: but 
ſhould any thing I have ſaid have been the 
happy inſtrument, in the hand of Heaven, to 
promote your knowledge, or confirm your 
happineſs, not unto. me, but unto God give 


the praiſe, 
| Should 


„ 

Should this ſmall publication meet with a 

favourable reception, much will be added to 

my happineſs. Should it, by the grace of 

God, draw one ſoul nearer to the fold of 

Chriſt, great will be my conſolation, that TI 
have not laboured in vain in the Lord. 


With every ſincere wiſh for your temporal 
and eternal good, I, with gratitude and affec- 
tion, ſubſcribe myſelf | 


Your obliged, 
and faithful friend, 


J. A. BUSFIELD. 


SERMON II 


Nb TS , 


THis HORTNES OF IE. 


AND THE 


In the morning it is green, and groweth up, 
but in the evening it is cut down, dried up, 
and withered. 


Here we have an accurate, beauti- 
ful, and ſtriking epitome of human life. 


FE 


The firſt period of man's exiſtence is the 
morning of life. Some juſt enter upon the 
ſtage of this tranſitory world, and reaſon 
begins to dawn upon their infant minds; 
when, ah! the bloſſom of life drops off, and | 
withereth away. 


Others aſcend the ladder till they arrive 
at the higheſt ſtep ; when, alas! they are 
| ſnatched 
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ſnatched away in the prime of life; they pay 


the debt of nature, and bid adieu for ever. 


The oldeſt but live out the * and fink 
into the grave. * 


At beſt, the days of our age are threeſcore 


years and ten ; and though men come to four- 
ſcore years, yet is their ſtrength then but 
labour and ſorrow ; fo ſoon paſſeth it "wy" 
and we are gone. Pal, XC, 10. 


* ' : 
& Þ penn 
' 


What then is the pride of man Bot deceit? 
and what are the glories of the earth but the 
ſhadows of illuſion? Eccl. i. 2. F 


* I was much pleaſed with an elegy, I once read in a 
| church-yard, and perhaps it may entertain my reader. It 
was Written upon a young chriſtian, by the ſex ton of the 
village. 
The life of man is like a winter's day. 
Some ſhort-liv'd pilgrims breakfaſt, and away : 
Others to dinner ſtay, and are full fed; 
The oldeſt do but ſup, and go to bed. ; 
Large is their debt, who ſpin out all the day! ; 
Who n the ſhorteſt, have the leaſt to pay. 


+ From this view of human life we derive a moſt Far is 
and ftriking leſſon. Surely, a creature treading every 
moment upon the ſlippery brink of the grave, and ready, 
every inſtant, to launch into the unknown gulph of eter- 
nity; ſurely, I ſay, frail, ſhort-lived| man ſhould be every 
day taking leave of this world, and preparing for that 
Which. certainly will come, 


bi 
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When we are called to perform the laſt ſad 
office to our friends and neighbours, (Acts 
viii. 2.) who have taken their airy flight but 
a very little before us: when the folemn 
pomp and horrors of death ſtrike our fight, 
and alarm our ſenſes, then we are conſtrained. 
to become thoughtful and ſerious: Acts v. 
VVV 

Death; beds, the laſt ſtruggles, and. groans 
of diſſolving nature; + 


The knell, the ſhroud, the mattock, and the grave, 
The . damp vault, the * and the worm: 


Theſe 


* O chriſtians! when I have read the burial-ſervice 
over a fellow-pilgrim, who was, a week before, as likely 
for life as myſelf; believe me, I have felt a ſhock be- 
yond the power of language to deſcribe. O Father of 
mercy ! If thou hadſt called me! was my reflection, where 
ſhould I now have been? —— Let it be your's, reſpected 
reader, and you muſt think; you muſt prepare. 


I am not ignorant, that theſe ſolemn thoughts are very 
diſagreeable and unwelcome to the gay and giddy votaries 
of pleaſure and diffipation ; but ſuch perſons would do 
well to conſider, that they are the friendly monitors of 
Heaven; ſuch perſons would do well to remember the 
words of the wile Preacher, whoſe knowledge was the fruit 
of experience: It is better to go into the houſe of mourn- 
ing than into the houſe of feaſting ; for by the ſadneſs of the 
countenance the heart is made better. Eccl. vii. 24. 
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| Theſe teach a leſſon, which words can ill 
3 expteſs : and they muſt be deaf and ſenſe- 
Im leſs rocks, and not men which neither hear 
nor feel their voice. 


1 us now, my chriſtian friends, "(Gr it it 
Ke, be highly uſeful) take a curſory. view. of 
the whole Pſalm, from which my text is 
ſelected. Ts rl 


£ 1 


1 1 * morning, ah 8555 pious Plalmiſt, 

1 it is green, and groweth up; but in the even- 

ing it is cut down, dried up, and withered. 

1 For at the blaſt of thy diſpleaſure all our 
days, O Lord, are gone; we bring our years 

3 to an end, as it were a tale that is told. 


The inſpired author then goes on, in the 
moſt lively and ſtriking images, to deſcribe 
| the impetuous volubility of time, ver. 4. He 
compares its devaſtations to the over-bearing 
torrent of a flood; and the ſhadowy vanities of 
human life to > the vague impreſſions of men's 

ps 
975 It ts a certain fact, that mortals think leſs of 3 
than any other thing; and this ſurpriſes all good men; for 


can any thing be more irrational, than for people to think 
1 leaſt of that, which it moſt concerns them to remember? 


. 
Cr ˙²˙. er AE A A EE En 
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dreams in ſleep, and the: tranſient verdure! of 
the fading herbage, ver. 5 6: e 


Such: are the ſublime and e Geiles 
which the Pſalmiſt m lakes uſe of, to ſet forth 
the ſhortneſs of human exiſtence; and con- 
cludes bis addreſs with theſe ſtriking words; 
So teach us, Almighty Father, to number 
our days,” that we may apply our hearts unto 
wiſdom, ver. 12. Teach us, by the influence 
of thy ſpiritual grace, to deſpiſe and trample 
upon the empty; treaſures of this periſhable 
world, and ſet our affections upon the riches 
of heaven, ——Theſe were the ſentiments of 
the Pſalmiſt upon human life; theſe the 
thoughts that actuated his conduct. But, 
alas ! how different they, to the ruling prin- 
ciples of mankind in general. 


The proſpect of a removal into another 
neighbourhood makes us anxious and thought- 
ful; but the aſſurance of a ſpeedy remo- 
val into another world engages only a rare 
and flight recollection. A proſpect of tem- 
poral unhappineſs makes us gloomy and fad, 
but the view of eternal miſery is obſcured by 
O 5 a 


— tn, to — goon thi 


—— 
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a mad routine of diſſipation and mixth. Iſa. 
xxii. 13.“ Oh! the fally. the Inconſybency: 


by man! 


Were I poſſeſſed « of eloquence, my 5 tan 
friends, 1 would here exert it ; had I ſtrength 
of argument, it ſhould be here enforced. But, 
though theſe are not mine, if you are open to 
conviction, I can ſhew you the road to wiſ⸗ 


-dom- e xxxix. 4. 


Look | round the world with an impartial 
eye. Review, with me, the altered condi- 
tion of our fellow-pilgrims, within the ſhort 
ſpace of one, two, or three years; and this 
will teach you a leſſon of the higheſt im- 
portance. 

| ben 


* The truth of this you may eafily prove: were you to 
aſſure a man of the world, that he is in danger of loſing an 


_ eſtate, he would he deeply affected; but if you were to 


inform him, that except he repent, he, muſt, certainly pe- 
riſh, (Luke xiii. g.) he would laugh at you. What infa- 
tuation! to prefer a trifling and uncertain poſſeſſion to 
the certainty of a great and permanent good. And yet 
this is the caſe with every worldly- minded man. 


+ If we take a curſory view of all the families in our 
neighbourhood, we ſhall hardly find one, which has not, 


within the ſhort period of three years, loſt a beloved mem- 
ber. 


ann THY wisbe br ir AAA TIox. 19 


Doth not the grim; inſatiate tytant,' death; . 
mock at the expectations of youth, ad feed 
upon the roſes of beauty? How often doth 
the child prove a monitor to the parent; and, 
in the dumb eloquence of death. yield him a 
lecture 0 on worldly vanity. ' Vet, alas! how 
little do we improve by theſe ſolemn inftruc- 
tors! Time fleets by us unadorned by the 
| achievements of our ſouls; and many, a hoary 
head is grown grey in the very greenneſs of 
its follies. 92 


0 cas! Ow” Walt wich 1 0 wiſ- 
dom? Will neither the nervous reaſon of 
manhood in its vigour, nor the wretched 
feebleneſs of decrepit age, remind us of the 
any, where ſhortly we muſt mingle? _ Gen. 

i. 19. Ve gloomy ſepulchres! unfold your 
e to our view. (John xi. 43—45.) 
Ve ghaſtly: captives! burſt forth from the 
bands that hold you, and teach thoſe buſy 
flutterers of an hour, (Pſal. xxxix. 5.) that 
$045 4 =o e e eee ot 4 5 


ber. How ſhould this ſtrike us with the following reflec- 
tion: — I might have been the perſon ſummoned ; could I 
then have faced my God with an approving conſcience, and 
an undaunted ſoul ? 9 


r 


ſubje@? | Hath not God afforded _ us all fu 


that bourn Sen Wande 00 ere rng. 
HE G2" begun 
But \ why I I enlarge upon this tole | 


cient warnings of our approaching end ? Have | 
we not the plain dictates of reaſon? Have 

we not the moſt ſolemn aſſurances of revela- 1 
tion? Nay, have we not the undeniable « evi- 
dence of out ſenſes ? Let not, therefore, theſe 
kindly monitors plead to you in yain : but. 


Oh! let them teach you ſo to number your 
IPs that you may u, Your, hearts ow 


WTO? and important are the advan- 


tages which would accrue to us from a fre- 


quent and ſerious reflection upon death. 
One ſolemn look towards the grave would be 


ſufficient to make the moſt exalted humble, 


1 1 xxi. ws ; the moſt profligate trem- 
Q ble; 


10 This Was ee fo e a refledion, 575 a ont 
ſiſterhood, in a neighbouring kingdom, that they never 
met without this triſtful ſalutation; MEMENTO MORI :— 
Remember thou muit die. I do not recommend this melan- 
choly theme, as an invariable ſubje& of your diſcourſe ; ; 
but it would be well, if it every day formed a part of your 
ferious meditation, 
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ble; Acts xxiv. 25. The tomb, with ſilent 
but irreſiſtible eloquence, reproves the folly 
of avarice and ambition, and teaches this uſe- 
ful leſſon, that pride was not made for man. 
Did we place death habitually before our 
eyes, it would engage us, with all our ſouls, 
to fulfil the grear” end for which we were 
ſent into the world; I mean, to do all the 
good we can, while we ſtay here, and to pre- 
pare to meet our God at the awful day of 
judgment. 5 


But, in a word, my beloved friends, ſuch 
is our ſtrange forgetfulneſs of death, and ſuch 
the wiſdom of remembering it, that if there 
were a voice, which might be heard through 
the whole earth, it would be well employed, 
in this daily warning to the ſons of men, 
Remember you are mortal. x 


Suff. 
”Y 
9 1 C 1 am much pleaſed with an account I have 8 
read, of the exemplary life of a ſenſible man, and a good 
chriſtian. It is a pattern highly worthy your imitation, 
and as ſuch I earneſtly recommend it to your notice. 
The conſideration,” ſaid the good man, that my life i 7% 
precarious, moved me many years ago to make a reſolution, 
which I have diligently kept, and to which I owe the 
greateſt ſatisfaction a mortal can enjoy on this ſide the grave. 
e—Every night, before I addreſs mylelf in private to my 
Crea- 
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- Sufficient now upon the ſhortneſs of hu- 
man life; which being, I humbly hope, ſa- 
tisfactorily difplayed, the Wifdom of 9 700 
ration will eaſily W 1 Ef 


How firongly e che ſhortneſs Us this life | 
prove the ceftainty of another | Would it 
be worth. the eare and conſult of Heaven, 
would it be conſiſtent with the w wiſdom and 
Soodieſs of God, to ſend io * infant - 
mil- 


Creator, 1 lay my hand upon my heart, and aſk myſelf this 
queſtion; Whether, if God ſhould require my ſoul of me 
this night, I could juſtly hope for mercy at his divine hand. 
The oftener I exerciſed myſelf in meditations of this in- 
terefting nature, the leſs Was my anxiety ; and by making 
the thoughts of death familiar, what was at firſt both ter- 
rible and ſhocking is become the ſweeteſt of my enjoy- 
ments. Theſe contemplations have indeed made me ſerious, 
but not ſulfen ; nay, they are ſo far from having ſoured my 
temper, that as I have a mind perfectly compoſed, and a 
ſweet fpring of j8y in my heart; ſo my converſation is 
cheetful, and my countenance ſerene. TI taſte all the 
innocent amufements of life, pure and fincere. I have fis 
ſhare in the pleaſures that leave a ſing behind them; nor 
am 1 cheited with that kink of mirth, in the" mia of 
which is heavinefs. In ſhort, my life is an unruffled ſeries 
of contentment and happineſs, atid I caltily wait the wel 
come call of Heaven.” 

Such was the practice of this pious chriſtian. Happy, 
thrice happy fhould we be, if we followed his example. 
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millions gf tional | cxeatures into this mi- 
ſerable world, if there were ns future ſtate, 


in which their powers might be opened and 
expanded? It is irrational to luppole 1 it. *. 


There has not perhaps been a moment of 


time, for five thouſand years, in which ſome 


one or other has not ſunk into the ſilent man- 22 
Hons of the c dead; and, in ſome fatal hours, by . 212 


the ſword of war, or the devouring earthquake, 
thouſands have been deſtroyed at once, and 


left in promiſcuous carnage. All the ſons of 
Adam, from the creation of the world out of 


chaos (Gen. i. 2.) to the preſent æra, are 
aſleep in the womb of their mother earth. 
There lies the head that wore a crown, as low 
as the meaneſt beggar: there lie the wiſe and 

learned, As helpleſs : as the fool: there lie our 
| friends, 


* Think not, chriſtians, that I would make reaſon the 
ſtandard of truth: for when I ſee the faculties of man em- 
ployed ip ſearching the unfathomable things of eternity, I 
always call to mind the words of a learned prelate: As 
well may the gnat ſtrike his diminutive proboſcis into the 
elephant's hide, and reaſon about the inward ſtructure of 
that noble animal, as man, frail man, attempt to fathom 
the hidden things of God; Rom. xi. 33. Still it is de- 
lightful to know, that there is nothing in chriſtianity in- 
conſiſtent with ſound reaſon, 


U. * 
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friends, our fathers, and our children: * and 
ſhall | they lie there always? Shall mat, 
the lord of the creation, (Gen. i. 26. ) juſt” be, 
and be no more? Shall man, I fay, Juſt know | 
the value of exiſtence, only to lament 43 
ſhort duration ?p— —F orbid it Heaven! 


14 


"Certainly 1 men are not ſuch inſedts of a 
day! Certainly this is not the end of man! 
Heb. ix. 27, 8. Certainly there is an eter- 
nity } Mat. vi. 20. Certainly there is ih 
A in _ a hell! 1 Luke XVI. 22—26. 


$e1 S PO PO OT? ITE BY 


Into Tas viel eternity, into-ſome apart- 
ment of that ſtrange, untried world we muſt 
all ſoon go. The irreligious, the blaſphemers, 
and the atheiſts (grating as the ſound is to 
their ears) muſt depart into everlaſting fire: 
Rev. xxi. 6. Mat. iii. 12. Mark ix. 43, 44. 
But the pious, the penitent, and believers, 
(with joy I pronounce it) will be received into 
the blifsful ſeats of heaven. Rev. xxi. 7 
Col. ii. 4. John xiv. 3. 


| 180 immenſe inheritance of faints! 
Oh! the bleſſed privilege of chriſtians! Oh! 
44 3s IR „ 
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: 


the incoticeivable reward of RR obe⸗ 


ere _ faith FF: 


AND we are | ele with. oaks ineſtimable 
8 of the holy goſpel. Amongſt the many 
great and glorious advantages we derive 
from the coming of our bleſſed Saviour into 
the world, none bears to be compared with 
the revelation of life and immortality. 2 Tim. 
1, 10. * Revelation alone. can comfort us: 
revelation alone can clear up thoſe baleful 
clouds that reſt upon the grave, and point 
out to us the pure azure of our exiſtence be- 


F yond 


»The light of nature hardly gave a hint of eternity to 
the moſt ſagacious philoſophers of the heathen world: So- 
crates was confeſſedly the greateſt luminary, and had the 
ſtrongeſt conception of a future ſtate ; yet even he, though 
he died a martyr to the cauſe, ſpoke before his judges in the 
perplexing language of myſterious doubt. When he was 
brought up to receive his cruel ſentence, his laſt words to 
the court were to the following effect: It is time for us to 
part ; I, that T may ſuffer death, and you, that you. may 
enjoy life; but which of us has the happier lot is known 
only to God. One thing I know, and it ſupports me un- 
der all my trials, that if there be a future ſtate, I ſhall be 
happy ; but if not, I cannot be miſerable.” Alas! poor 
honeſt Socrates! how happy hadſt thou been, if thou hadſt 
enjoyed one glimmering of that heavenly light which now 
illumines the chriſtian world! Acts xvii, 18—32, 
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; yond the darkneſs of its domain. But reve, 
lation itſelf is ineffectual, till the graes of God 
applies it with power to our hearts: it will N 
appear to us, alas! but as a dead letter, till 
| the Holy Spirit of God: revives and quiekens 

our ſouls.” Then our eyes are opened, and our 
minds expanded, by the heavenly light of the 
- goſpel. Then our hopes, our confidence, 

our aſſurance of ſalvation through the blefſed 
| Jeſus are awakened: and we do not reft, till 
we have found, in a crucified Saviour, ſub- 
ſtantjal joys; : which more than compenſate 
for the wreck of our blaſted projects, and the 
ruin of our childiſh hopes. We then count 
the wiſdom of this world as fooliſhneſs and 
vanity, (Prov. xiv. 12.) and conſider that 
only as true wiſdom which is s able to make us 
wiſe unto ſalvation. | 


: But how 0 from this are the thoughts 
and actions of the world! Too often, it is to 
| be lamented, we ſee men waſte their precious 
hours in the alluring paths of pleaſure, and 
the inſinuating tracks of ſin, without once 
aſking themſelves, . What will be the conſe- 


? 
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| tienes? Every day we obſetve ' dehifed 
moxtals ruſhing keudlong dswn the pretipite 
of Vanity and vie; without ever topping to 


fentect, What will od the ont} of fuels courſe. © 
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ceiver hath Blinded your eyes; and hardened 


ydur hearts. How elſe eomes it to paſs, that 
you are ſo taken up with the bufinefs; plea- 


ſures; and amuſements of the World, that 
you want both leiſute and inclination to think 


of leaving it? Euke xii, 17-19, How elſe | 
comes it to paſs, that you ate in queſt of 


thoſe riches, whieh Change their maſter in a 
day, While, alas you ſeldom or ever think 


1 


el oma WET an, OOTY 2 7 


of obtaining the durable riches of divine 5 


; r 8 


bs ig wihderers 178 mbfrals 
15 this, I would aſk you, a juſt eſtimate of 
things? Are the affairs of this world really 
ſo intereſting and important? Are the con- 
- p all things, my friends, fig ht Sant) againſt 
worldly- mindedneſs, for, if unrefiſted, nothing will ſo 


ſoon obtain a dominion over you, and nothing ſo entirely 
| incapacitate you for preparation, Mat, vi. 24 25. 
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cerns wy the next indeed ſo Wee 


1 and trivial? Yes! if eternity be a dream ; 


and heaven and hell but pompous chimeras, 
or viſionary fairy- lands 3 if we were always 
to ſtay in this world, and had no concern 
with any thing beyond it; if the Joys of 
earth were the higheſt we could hope for, 


and its miſeries the moſt terrible we could 
dread; then indeed we might take this world 
for our all, and regard its affairs, as the 
moſt important of which our nature is ca- 
pable. But, ah! this is a dreadful deluſion; 


this is a fatal practice. The life of man 
is a fleeting, tranſient ſtate of probation: it 


is appointed unto all men once to 5 - L 


after that the judgment; Heb. ix. 27. 


O my friends! conſider this, and conſider 
it well. Reflect on the vanity of human life, 
when protracted to the longeſt ſpan; a hair's 


anch a vapour, Gun! iv. 14) a tale that is 


told. 


Too many, alas! treat theſe important realities as no 
better than the airy phantoms of a zealot's brain, or the 
fictitious ſubtleties of prieſtcraft: nay, I was ſhocked be- 
yond expreſſion, at being one day aſked, if I believed i in 
them, O! ſhun, with horror, the impiety of ſuch infi- 
dels, and put up a petition to heaven for their converſion, 
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told. Ho. trifling are all the concerns of 
time, compared to the intereſts of immor- 
tality! Wbat is it to us, who are to live for- 
ever, whether we are happy or miſerable for 
an hour. * Huſband then well your time, 
and loſe not the minuteſt part of your ſhort 
exiſtence! Conſume not, as is too often 
done, whole days and years in vanity and 
vice, but ſpend your lives in virtue and reli- 
gion. Who knows what another day may 
bring forth? or who may ſee another morn- 
ing's ſun? Can we aſſure ourſelves, that, be- 
fore it ſets this night, the ſable king of terrors 
will not knock at our door, and convey us to 
his ſilent manſions? Luke xii. 20. And ſhall 
we be always ſtupidly ſtaring upon this empty 
parade, and forget that world of ſubſtantial 
realities, to which we are all haſtening? Rom. 
xiii. 11, 12. No! no! my friends, let us 
live as expectants of that world, and as hav- 
| EN | ing 


„The life of Methuſelah (Gen. v. 27) when compared 
to eternity, is leſs than a grain of ſand on the ſea-ſhore, to 
the whole maſs of the viſible world. This thought, if fre- 
quently exerciſed, would effectually reconcile us to the 
temporal afflictions of life, Which are the chaſtening rod of 
providence, ever employed for our eternal good. Rev. 
iii. 19. 


„„ 1 Tub Tae 57 fd” 


ing neching to do witli this, but wh ſchios? 
. and ptepare us for arbiter.” 


Gee eee is; 

on — I could ſucceſsfully telt this 

eee upon all your hearts! Oh that 1 

eduld prevail upon ybu all this day, to break 

off your ford e 1 nN * : 
Ae” nee for pas 05 ö 


1 a moment — Res LA rtl. 
ee, What are riches? They take wings, | 
and fly away; Prov. xxiii. 4 What are ho- 
ndurs? They are the fleeting phartoms of 
ambition * Pſal. xlix. 12. What ate the joys 
of diſſipation and riotous mirth? l the 
midſt of them is heavineſs ; Prov. xiv. 13. 
What are the charms of luſt and paſſion? 
They leave a ſting behind them. What 
is beauty, that favourite idol, which man- 
kind fo much adore? Death, ere long, will 
feed upon its roſes. In a word, what are all 
the pleaſures of this world? They are, faith 
the wiſeſt of men, but vanity and vexation of 
2285 ; 


7 See Life of Cardinal. Wolſey, in Eng. Hiſt, 
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| ſpicit ; .*., : Eccl.. 1. 14, i Eſtrange then your 
thoughts from ſuch groyelling purſuits, and | 
| let them ſoar to ſublimer things; Col. iii, a2. 


It is time for you to conſider the number 
and end of your days, that yon may apply 
your hearts unto wiſdom. It is time inde 
to turn unto the Lord your God, and Qrive 
with all your ſouls to ſecure a happy immor- 
of infatuation not to fly, without delay, to 
Jeſus, the Saviour of your ſouls, and humbly 
requeſt that he will plead your cauſes for 
without his mediation and interceſſion you 
cannot ſtand at God's tribunal; Mat. xxv. 
35, 42. No, my dear friends, except the 
pollutions of our nature are waſhed away by 
his ſacred blood, (1 John i. 7. Eph. ii. 13.) 
and his all- perfect righteouſneſs becomes, by 
Im- 


Solomon was the wiſeſt and greateſt man that ever 
lived, (1 Kings iii. 12, 13.) and he found the world to be 
vanity of vanities ; Eccl. i. . | 


Turn pilgrim then, thy caxes forego, 

All earth-born cares are wrong; | bbs 

Man wants but little here below,. . 
Nor wants that little long. | GoLDsMITHs 


; 2 WP Ts 15 , 1 FO o +: fy £5 2 mY whe 5 5 2 1 116 Fa 
32 THE SHORTNESS OF LIFE, 


imputation, our own, (2 Cor: v. 18, 10.) it 
is impoſſible for us to be ſaved. . This is an 
awful thought, and yet not' more awful than 
5: 55 


Let us then, with all diligence, ſeek an 
intereſt in the merits of Chriſt Jeſus ; and, 
with an evangelical faith, behold him bear- 

ing our ſins upon his croſs, that he might 

make a perfect atonement for them. Let 

us humbly look to him for ſpiritual aſſiſt- 
ance, (John xvi. 7, 13.) and rely wholly 

upon his obedience for final acceptance; 

Eph. i. 6, 7. Let us follow his ſteps, and 

reſemble him in holineſs; then the edge of 

affliction will be blunted; the ſting of death 

will be drawn; to ve will be Chriſt; and to. 


die; _ T 


SH" $11 That 


„This important ſubje& will be fully explained in the 
following lecture, upon che weak neſs of man without 
Chriſt. | | 


+ I cannot conclude this weighty ſubje& more ſatisfac- 
torily, or with any thing more elegant, than the following 
addreſs, which was the concluſion of a pious friend's letter, 
5 1 2 00 of a near relation: 


8 That 
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That this may be your happy experience 
In the preſent life, and that everlaſting glory 
may be your portion in the next, God of his 
infinite mercy grant, for the ſake of his Son 
Jeſus Chriſt, our Patron and Redeemer. 


© That inexorable bailiff, death, will ere long arreſt both 
you and me. May we be ſo prepared for his coming, and 
our accounts in ſuch a ſtate, that, through the mercy of 
God, and the merits of Chriſt, we may have much to hope 
for, and little to fear, We may then look this king of terrors 
in the face, knowing that his ſting is drawn; and may re- 
ceive him as the harbinger of peace, rather than the meſſen- 
ger of woe, or the herald of deſpair. | 
Our ſtake is great indeed; the allotted time of our pro- 
bation ſhort : immortality is vaſt, boundleſs, and awful in 
the extreme. Oh! may you and I be ſo wiſe in time, that 
we may be happy in eternity.“ 


, 


” 
en wat — —ꝓꝛ— ͤ ́ —— — . 2 — — Engr 


* 


Ow <A 1 2s 


e 
NN 


5 


8 


— ä—??QU —ü—U ) ——— — ̃ᷣ— 


+ 


* 


Hot ent i ke ener 


> 


— ͤ—-— ̃ —ͤ—t — — — n * 


*** 2 2 s |» 


— —— da 


24 — — 


* 


THE WEAKNESS OF MAN WITHOUT 


CHRIST. 


John xv. 5. 
| Without me ye can do nothing. 


„ —— — 


Tur ſublime doctrines of the holy goſ- 
pel all tend to pull down the haughty ſpirit of 
fallen man, and to convince him of the weak- 
neſs and depravity of his wretched nature. 
The ſovereignty of God annihilates, as it 
were, our fancied greatneſs; and the atone- 
ment of Chriſt brings to nought our boaſted 
goodneſs, irreſiſtibly proclaiming this goſpel- 
truth, that our beſt actions are tinctured with 
vice, and that man is prone to vanity as the 


ſparks fly upward. 


Con- 


- 
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\ Convinced of this, the holy David ex- 
claimed, Lord, what is man, that thou 
takeſt knowledge of him? or the ſon of man, 
that thou makeſt account of him?” Pfal. 
cxliv. 3. Struck with a ſenſe. of this the pious 
Paul cried out, I am carnal, ſold under fin; 
when I would do good, evil is preſent with 
me; in me dwelleth no good thing, for I am 
brought into captivity to the law of fin; O 
wretched man that I am! who ſhall deliver 
me from the body of this death?”* * Rom. vii. 
24. Above all, to convince us of our frailty, 
and to teach us wiſdom, the Saviour of the 
World, the Son of God, hath informed us, 


that without him we can do . > 


 Theſs words' are few, but they are very 
ſtriking and important ; ; lend me then your 
ears, while I humbly attempt to open and ex- 


plain them f 
When 


he If the man after God's own heart was convinced, that 
he was unworthy of the notice or approbation of his 
Maker; if the moſt! eminent apoſtle of Chriſt was ſen- 
ſible, that in him dwelt no good thing, how humble 
and abaſed ſhould we be! how eagerly ſhould we long for 
our Redeemer's love, and graſp after the bleſſed ſuccour of 
his Holy Spirit. 


_ W1tnout ounter; _ 
When I fefle@, that I am addrefling un 
aſſembly of guilty, dependent, and depraved 
creatures like myſelf; all ſtanding upon the 
brink of ruin, and ready to launch into the 
gulf of eternity; all certain to periſh finally 
and eternally, if we obtain not an intereſt ih 
the merits of Chriſt Jeſus, the Saviour of tlie 
world; when, I ſay, I conſider, that a never- 
ending ſtate of inconceivable happineſs, or 
unſpeakable miſery turns upon this hinge, I 
feel a more than common intereſt in the great 
cauſe of faith; I feel a more than ordinary 
zeal to propagate and maintain the ſaving doc- 
trines of chriſtianity, as held forth in the holy 
goſpel. Theſe to underſtand, and theſe to 
admire, let us take our ſurvey from the moun- 
tain of nature ;* and upon this point the ſacred 
writings are ſo plain, and Os that he 
- who runs may read. 


At the creation of the world, it was de- 
creed by the council of Heaven, that man 


ſhould 


* To exhibit, in a ſatisfactory point of view, the neceſ- 
lity of an atonement, it, is highly expedient to diſplay the 
fall of Adam, and the conſequent curſe he entailed upon 
his lateſt poſterity. ; 
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ſhould be formed in the image of God; Gen. i. 
26, 27. It was decreed, the almighty fiat 


was pronounced, — and it was done. Behold 
man now the pure, unſullied image of his 


perfect Creator. Behold him the favourite of 
Heaven. God loved him, and therefore gave 
him innocence and happineſs: to crown him 


with joy, he placed him in the terreſtrial pa- 


radiſe, the garden of Eden, where every thing 
conſpired to meet his wiſhes, and confirm 
his happineſs. Thus bleſſed was the condi- 
tion of man: but, ah! it is ſtrangely altered; 
and diſobedience was the cauſe;* Gen. iii. 17. 
Mark the event. God, as I told you, loved 
the father of the human race, and therefore en- 
dowed him with every good and perfect gift. 
He only forbade him one indulgence, and, 
ungrateful man! he coveted that; Gen. iii. 6. 
He laid on him but one commandment, and, 
thoughtleſs creature! that he brake. The 
. on | 5 oil er 


The Creator of the world having placed our firſt pa- 
rents in this enviable ſtate of innocence and happineſs, had 
certainly a right to expect from them implicit obedience ; 
therefore the leaſt deviation from rectitude would juſtly 
ſubje& them to the wrath of offended Heaven. 
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ſerpent lured him * Gen. iii. 1. He liſtened 
to his artful tale; + ver. 2—5. He taſted the 
fruit, of which God commanded him, on pain 
of death, that he ſhould not eat; # Gen. ii. 17. 
He diſobeyed he fell; and thus Was effaced 
the image of God. Thus man was defiled, and 
became ſubject to the awful ſentence of death; 
Gen. iii. 19. Thus was fixed a gulf between 
heaven and hell, which unaſſiſted man could 
never over-leap; (Luke xvi. 26.) a partition- 
wall, which we of ourſelves could never ſcale; 
(Eph, ii. 14.) a hand- writing which we could 


1 ine. 


This uſeful leſfon might teach us to be always armed, 
and upon our guard, againſt the wiles and temptations of 
the great deceiver; for he is ever going about like a roar- 
ing lion, ſeeking whom he may devour. 1 Pet. v. 8, 


+ Here we have a very inſtructive warning: if we heſi- 
tate in our duty, and ſtop to hear the wily ſolicitations of : 
the devil, we have juſt ground to fear, that God will with- 
draw from us the direction and aid of his Holy Spirit; and 
then we have no power to reſiſt temptation. 


Every fin that has been committed ſince the beginning 
of the world has been wilful. Adam was told by the Su- 
preme Being, that the conſequence of his tranſgreſſion 
ſhould be death ; and we have every one an inward moni- 
tor, called conſcience, which, if fairly conſulted, will 
ſhew us our duty; therefore, if we ſin, we have no 
excuſe, Ezek. xviii. 3, 4+ | 
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never cancel; Col. ii. 14. Thus are we all 
concluded under fin; we are all brought into 
captivity to its law; Rom. vii. 23. Let us 
not therefore think ourſelves righteous, or 
' boaſt of our fancied goodneſs ; for if we ſay 
that we have no fin, we deceive ourſelves, and 
the truth is not in us; 1 John i. 8. No, chriſ- 
tians, we are all ſinners; all at enmity againſt 
Heaven; all come ſhort of the glory of God; 

Rom. iii. 23. We are all gone out of the 
way; we are altogether become abominable; 
there is none that doeth good, no not one; 
Pfal.. xiv. 3. Every mouth muſt then 
be ſtopped, and all the world muſt plead 
guilty. before God ; for by. the deeds of the 
law no fleſh can be JURIS in _ fight ;“ * 


Rom. iii. 19, 20. 


Conſcience dictates, reaſon ſuggeſts, and 
revelation declares, that, on the. ground of 
man's imperfe& obedience, no ſalvation can 
be obtained. N 

| Na- 
| + By the bow, I conceive, iS meant both the law of na- 
ture, and the law of Moſes. 
＋ God hath himſelf declared, that the ſoul that finneth, | 
it ſhall die; Ezck. xvili. 4. And St. John inſiſts, that we 
are all ſinners: 1 John i i. 8. Where then ſhall we look for 


| alyation, if weexclude juſtification by faith? 
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Nature being thus debaſed, ſomething muſt 
be done to reſtore and to renew it; God and 
man being ſeparated at ſo wide a diſtance, 
ſome means of reconciliation between the 
Judge and offender muſt be contrived;* ſome 
vicarious ſatis faction to Juſtice ; ſome model 
of a new covenant ; or elſe, it is certain, the 
whole bulk of mankind muſt be for ever un- 
happy. And ſurely to prevent that, ſurely 
to retrieve a periſhing world from endleſs ruin, 
was worthy the care and conſult of Heaven. 
J fay, the care of Heaven ; for, alas! what 
expedient could man find out here on earth? 
Could he, who is but duſt and aſhes, take 
upon him to ſpeak unto the Lord? Could any 


One 


* The Creator and his creatures being ſo widely divided, 
they could not be re- united, except through the interpoſi- 
tion of a Mediator, which bleſſed Author of reconciliation 
muſt be Man as well as God; 1 Tim. ii. 5, 6. Man, that 
he might, in his own perſon, become a ſacrifice for fin; 
and God, that the merit of his ſervice might extend to 
others: Man, that he might ſuffer; and God, that his ſuffer- 
ings might be all- ſufficient. 


T Verily, I ſay unto you, faith the Son of God, till hea- 
ven and earth paſs, one jot or one tittle ſhall not paſs from 
the law, till all be fulfilled; Matt. v. 18. It is evident, 
then, that we cannot be accepted of God, unleſs the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt be imputed to us. | 28 
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one of the ſons of Adam preſume to be an 
advocate for the reſt, himſelf a criminal, him- 
ſelf in a ſtate of helpleſsneſs and ruin? And 
what friend knew we at the court of heaven, 
ſo inconceivably great, as to procure our 
pea e; or ſo wonderfully kind, as to make 
ſatis faction? * | 


* we here a moment, more fully to 
comprehend the glorious work of man's re- 
demption. 


Reaſon was at a ſtand; nature languiſhed 
between hope and deſpair; Iſa. xxiv. 4. 
The whole creation groaned, and travailed in 
pain together, (Rom. viii, 22.) when, be- 
hold ! (it is revelation) behold! the eternal 
Son of the Almighty, the brightneſs of his 
Father's glory, and the expreſs image of his 
perſon; Heb. i. 3. He, even he vouchſafed 
to be our Friend, our Patron, and Redeemer. 
Deſcending from his throne, (John vi. 38.) 
aſſuming our nature, (Luke ii. 6, 11.) and 

1 

* Had Gabriel and all the heavenly hoſt left their thrones, 


and hung upon the croſs, the ſacrifice would have been in- 
ſufficient; or elſe God would never have delivered up his 


enly-begotten and beloved Son to agonics and death, Matt. 
iii. 17. 
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hanging upon the croſs, he fulfilled that law 
of righteouſneſs which we could never ac- 
compliſh ; blotted out the hand-writing of 
condemnation, 'which we could never can- 
cel; and filled up the horrid gulf, ' which we 
could never paſs, by finiſhing . 


and making an end of fin. * 


And now, O ye faithful! he comes, hail 
bleſſed Viſitant! he comes to reſcue us from 
the dominion of ſin, to make our peace with 
God, and give us a foretaſte of celeſtial bliſs. 
On you, O bleſſed diſciples of the heavenly 
| Mefliah, has the Sun of righteouſneſs already 
ariſen with healing in his wings, has diſ- 
pelled the influence of Satan from your hearts, 
and ſet up the kingdom of God in van 
heaven-born ſouls, F 


Let 


* This is a moſt important and enlivening tenet of the 
chriſtian religion, If we have a goſpel-faith, we may, at 
the laſt day, plead the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, as if it were 
our own, and thus be preſented, by our Interceſſor, holy 
and acceptable in the ſight of God. Col. i. 21—23. 


+ This is a ſcripture-doctrine, and grounded upon the 
words of our bleſſed Saviour; If a man love me, he will 
keep my words, and my Father will love him, and we will 
come unto him, and make our abode with him; John xiv. 
23- O chriſtians! what a glorious condition is this! The 
Lord grant that we may enjoy it. | 
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Let the ſons of men be glad! Let the 
rn rejoice! Sing, O daughter of Zion! 


Shout, O daughter of Jeruſalem! To us a 


child is born, to us a Son is given; his name 
is Wonderful, Counſellor, the mighty God, 
the everlaſting Father, the Prince of * 
Iſa. ix. 6. 


Awake then, thou tliat ſleepeſt, and ariſe 
from the dead, that Chriſt may give thee light; 
Eph. v. 14. * Fly to Jeſus for ſuccour, and 
for help. Look to him for wiſdom and right- 


eouſneſs; truſt in the Son of God for hap- 


pineſs and ſalvation ; O truſt in Jeſus, and in 
Jeſus only, for withour him ye can do no- 
thing. Can the Ethiopian change his ſkin, 
or the leopard his ſpots ? Equally vain would 


be our attempts to ſave ourſelves, without the 


atonement and the Spirit of Chriſt. We have 
no life within ourſelves; we are by nature 
dead to God and religion. — Ves, chriſtians, 


(grating as theſe words may be to ſelf-righteous 
Ec 


"TH While man is without Chriſt, he is ſtupified, as it 


were, with the opiate of ſin; but when jeſus quickens him 


by his Spirit, he awakes as one out of ſleep, and is re- 


vived; Hol, vi. 2. 
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rename): nothing is more true, than that by 
our firſt birth we are dead in treſpaſſes and 
fins ; * Eph. ii. 1. O what an affecting, and 
melancholy view does this tremendous paſſage 
give us of the world in general,, and of this 
aſſembly in particular! Too true it is, that 
many of us are ſtill under a dreadful ſtupor; 
and while in ſome the vital pulſe beats faintly 
and irregularly within their lethargic ſouls, 
I greatly fear that others of us, who are now 
in the preſence of God, are ſtill dead in treſ- 
paſſes and fins. | 


Afflictive thought! moſt diſmal proſpect ! 
O! that my head were waters, faith the pro- 
phet, and mine eyes were full of tears, that 
I might weep day and night for the ſlain of 
the daughter of my people; Jer. ix. 1. 
Weep not for the afflicted; weep not for 
_ ghaſtly forms, diſſolving into their original 
duſt ; but weep for the ſouls that are dead in 

vn} | ſin, 


* This is a diſmal and mortifying 3 This one 
paſſage, ſays Theodore Beza, like a thunderbolt, daſhes all 
mankind level with the duſt, from whence they were taken, 
and to which they muſt ſoon return; for it pronounces 
their nature not only hurt, but dead by fin, and therefore 
liable to the eternal wrath of heaven, 
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fin, and therefore in a periſhing condition: 
they claim your pity ; they s ve: Ty com- 
paſſion. 


O, my beloved friends, I cannot 9— 5 WP 
ferent about your eternal ſafety ; I cannot but 
feel deeply concerned about the final ſtate of 
your precious ſouls, * Let me then exhort 
you to awake from a death in i n unto. a 
life of righteouſneſs. . Let us at length be 
truly in earneſt, and riſe in haſte to run our 
race: the prize is a great one; the reward 

is 


* To become an a of Chriſt is a EO 50 
concern: to have the care of a flock is a moſt momentous 
charge. Every ſoul in our pariſh is entruſted to our 
care. Happy then, thrice happy will that miniſter be, 
who, when he accounts for his ſtewardſhip, can ſay, with 
a well grounded confidence, Behold me, and the children 
which God hath given me. His Maſter will ſay unto him, 
ee Well done, thou good and faithful ſervant, enter thou 
into the joy of thy Lord ;” Mat. xxv. 21. But as great will be 
the reward of that miniſter, who is the happy inſtrument, 
in the hand of God, to call ſinners to repentance; ſo, it 
is to be feared, ſevere will be the puniſhment of that ſloth- 
ful miniſter, who buries his talent in the earth, and neg- 
les the ſouls committed to his charge; ver. 24—30.- Oh, 
then, my beloved flock, for my ſake, as well as your own, 
| 9 and 6 believe, that you may be ſaved. 
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is eternal life; ſalvation. is haſtening to- 
wards us upon the wings of time; The 
night is far ſpent, the day is at hand; 


Rom. xiii. 12. The gloomy, turbulent night 


of life is nearly over; the dawn of eternal 
day is juſt ready to open on us: and ſhall we 


ſleep at ſuch a time? fleep, when the arms of 


mercy are open to receive us, and the Sun of 
righteouſneſs is ſhining round us? Surely 
not! Rather, my friends, improve the light 
of the heavenly day; welcome the rays of the 
bleſſed goſpel; devote yourſelves to the ſer- 
vice of your divine Maſter, and place your 
whole confidence in him, without whom ye 
can do nothing.* Then will your reward be 
ample indeed; you ſhall fee God; you ſhall 
be with him, and be like him; 1 John iii. 2. 
You ſhall enjoy that felicity which no tongue 
can deſcribe, nor heart conceive, (1 Cor. 11. 9.) 


G and 


O Becauſe theſe lectures eh up faith, as the only 
means of ſalvation, and an intereſt in Chriſt as eſſentially 
neceſſary to true piety, think not that I wiſh to diſparage 
good works: no! J am a ſtrong advocate for good works; 
but then I infiſt, upon the authority of ſcripture, that thoſe, 
and thoſe only can be good works which ſpring from faith, 
Rom. xiv. 23, and are wrought by the Spirit of God. 
Rom, viii. 9—14. 


* 


* 
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and ſhall have your perfect conſummation and 
bliſs, both in body and ſoul, in his eternal 
and everlaſting glory. O let me not preach 
to you in vain; but, through the agency of 
divine grace, may theſe truths EST Tens | 
n 1 rad hearts! {T9131 £1 


The king « of terrors is an mark) 8 To 
bid a final adieu to the world, and every 
thing it contains, is a moſt tremendous event. 
But ſtill, my friends, death is but a paſſage,* 
We are told, that when the almighty Author 
of nature has determined that time ſhall be 
no more, Chriſt, our Judge, arrayed in glory, 
ſhall deſcend from his throne, attended by 
the hoſt of heaven, to convene a ſleeping 
world. Then, faith the holy Jeſus, all that 

Axe 


* It is certain, that on a death-bed the thought of diſſo- 
tation is very ſolemn; but it is trivial when compared to 
the idea of eternity; and the anguiſh of its ſting is 
proportional to the preparation made. How happy muſt 
the chriſtian be, in whoſe mind remains no doubt, that the 
moment in which his ſoul takes its airy flight, he ſhall be 
with Chriſt ; Phil. i. 2g. But how wretched that mortal, 
who has before his eyes no other proſpect but the regions 


of deſpair! _ 
+ Well does Chriſt aſſert, that without him we can Abs 


nothing, for he hath done every NG for us. It was 
Chriſt 


WITHOUT CHRIST. 58 


are in t. graves ſhall hear his voice, and ſhall 
come forth; John v. 28, 29. Then ſhall the 
dead be raiſed incorruptible, and we ſhall be 
changed; 1 Cor. xv. 52. Then will myriads 
of angels fly round the globe, from pole to 
pole, felecting the ſcattered ſaints, and bear- 
ing them on their wings to meet their Saviour, 
and to adore their God: then, alas! will the 
wicked, however reluctant, be . to 
appear before the flaming tribe | 


Now the Judge is ſeated ; and anxious 
millions ſtand before him, waiting their 
doom. But ſee! at the order of the Judge, 
the crowd is all in motion: they part—they 
part according to their characters; fome to the 
right hand, others to the left; (Matt. xxv. 
33.) thoſe to everlaſting Happineſs; ; theſe to 
eternal miſery. 


What will be the trial of the heathen, and 
what their final condition, it is not my pro- 
| vince 


Chriſt that aſſumed our nature; lived on earth as our ex- 
ample; taught us our duty to God and man; died for our 
redemption ; roſe again for our juſtification; ſat down on 
the right hand of his Father, as our Interceſſor; and will 
aſſuredly fit as our Judge at the laſt day: without him then 
what can we do ? 
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vince to determine; but from the equity of 
the divine government, and the univerſal love 
of the Saviour of the world, we may fairly 
conclude, that they will be judged by the 
light of reaſon, and the law of nature“ 
Rom. ii. 14, 15. But we, upon whom the 
light of chriſtianity has dawned; we, to 
whom our bleſſed Maſter has, in his holy 


goſpel, made known the whole will of his 
heavenly Father; we, I fay, muſt be tried 


by a different law, the law of revelation. 1 
venture to pronounce, (for I am certain it is 
N true) 


On this queſtion I conceive it preſumption to give a 
poſitive deciſion ; but it may not be unintereſting to have 
my opinion upon the ſubject, which ſhall be grounded up- 
on the Holy Scriptures. St. Paul fays, that there is no 
reſpett of perſons with God; Rom. ii. 11. And the holy 
David faith, The Lord is good to all, and his tender mer- 
cies are over all his works; Pſal. cxlv. 9. From theſe two 
quotations e derive ſtrong argumentative proof. Could 
the Lord be ſaid to be no reſpecter of perſons, and his ten- 
der mercies be over all his works, if the heathen, who are 
(as the reverend and pious Mr, John Weſley ſuppoſes, Ser. 
vol. v. pag. 191) about 23 in go, (five ſixths) of mankind, 
had no probable way of avoiding everlaſting miſery ? 
Hence it appears to me, that if the heathen act up to the 
glimmering light that has reflected upon them, they will, 
through the all-ſufficient merits, and atonement of Chriſt, 


be ſaved and accepted; 1 John 11. 2, 


* . 
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true) there is but one gate through which we 
can enter into heaven, that is, through faith. 
There is but one name by which we can ob- 
tain, ſalvation, that is, the name d Jeſus; 
Acts iv. 12. Without him we: can do no- 
thing ; without him we are helpleſs and for- 
lorn, and muſt inevitably periſh. Yes, chriſ- 
tians, if, having ſeen the light of life and 
immortality, we afterwards ſhut our eyes to 
its piercing rays ; ſo far from being profited 
by the coming of Jeſus, it will be an occa- 
ſion of greater ruin; 2 Pet. ii. 20, 21. But, 
bleſſed be God, and immortal praiſe to our 
dear Redeemer; in him, if we believe, we 
have every good and perfect gift. If we 
truſt in Chriſt with all our ſouls, we have a 
ſupporting hope that will never fail us; 
Heb. vi. 19, 20. If we poſſeſs an evangeli- 
cal faith, and look wholly to Jeſus, as our 
Saviour and Redeemer, he will be our guide 
in this fleeting life, (Luke i i. 76—80.) he will 
be our comforter at the gloomy hour of death ; 
and, at the awful day of judgment, heaven 
and earth will be all filence, while our Judge, 
with ſmiles in his face, and a voice ſweeter 
than 
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than celeſtial muſic, will pour all the joys of 
heaven into our ſouls with theſe tranſporting 
words, Come ye bleſſed of my Father, in- 
herit th kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world.“ 
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PRIDE AND HUMILITY 


' CONT RASTED. 


Luke vii. 48. 
Thy Sims are forgiven. 


— — 


T IIS paſſage is an extract from one 
of the moſt engaging hiſtories I have ever 
read, and, as ſuch, my wiſh to explain and 
enforce it induces me to wave any Further 1 in- 
troduction. | 


We read that a certain Phariſee, called Si- 
mon, * had invited our bleſſed Saviour to fit at 
his table. It appears that this Phariſee had 
a high opinion of himſelf, and conſidered 
himſelf as a diſtinguiſhed pattern of purity and 
excellence. It is evident that he thought 

H him- 


* We are not informed who Simon was, but I ſuppoſe 
him to have been a perſon of ſome diſtinction. 
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himſelf a righteous man ; for he expreſſes the 
utmoſt nenne for the ſociety of N * 


ver. 39. 


We alſo read of a certain woman, whoſe 
name was Mary, a notorious finner.+F This 
woman, having heard our ,Saviour preach, 
was exceedingly ſtruck, and very anxious to 
hear more of that ſweet and charming doctrine 
which dropped from his hallowed lips. Ac- 
cordingly we find, that when ſhe knew that 
our Saviour ſat at meat in the Phariſee's houſe, 
ſhe followed him thither, and ſtood behind 
him, at his feet, waſhing them with tears, 


* It is worthy of remark, that wherever the Phariſees are 
mentioned in holy writ, their religion is- often, if not al- 
ways, repreſented as a compound of ſelf-righteouſneſs, 
pride, (Luke xviii. 11, 12.) oftentation, Luke xi. 43.) and 
hypocriſy, (Matt. xxiii. 14.) and, therefore, in no inſtance 
bore. a reſemblance to the pure and perfect religion of 
Chriſt, which ever produceth ſelf-abhorrence, (Rom. vii. 
24.) humility, (Luke xviii. 13.) meekneſs and fincerity ; 
Titus ii, J, 8. 


+ The learned Poor ſuppoſes that Mary had been a 
proſtitute, a character which has ever been moſt infamous 
and hateful in the eyes of the world; you will not then be 
ſurpriſed to find her an unwelcome gueſt to the ſelf- con- 


ceited Simon. 
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and wiping them with the hairs of her head: 

And this fhe continued to do, till Jeſus, melt- 
ing with compaſſion, and regarding her with 
an eye of pity, poured into her deſponding 
ſoul theſe words of heavenly wc 1 "Thy 
fins are forgroen, 


Ohl the unbounded mercy of God! Oh! 
the infinite love of Jeſus! fo miraculous and 
tran- 


* Whenever I refle& upon the character of the holy 
Jeſus, I am led to compare it with the manners of the 
world, and there I fee a melancholy contraſt. The cuſtom 
of Chriſt was to viſit the cheerleſs hut of poverty, the 
bed of ſickneſs, and the habitation of the wretched, His 
delight was to feek out the fatherleſs and widow, and bid 
the afflicted be of good comfort, wherever he met them ; 
Luke vii. 12—15. Matt. ix. 20,—25. John xi. g2—44. 
But, alas! we ſinful mortals cannot be perſuaded that the 
houſe of mourning is better than the houſe of feaſting, 
(Eccl. vii. 2.) and ſhrink from ſcenes of calamity, as from 
ſomething that would annoy our peace. No ſooner do 
we ſee the face that uſed to fill our hearts with gladneſs, 
clouded with forrow, than the ardor of love abates, and 


nothing remains of friendſhip but empty expreſſions of 


condolence, or affected pity. May ſuch a want of prin- 
ciple, my friends, never be charged to our conduct; but 
may we rather comfort the afflicted, viſit the fick, clothe 
the naked, and feed the hungry. In a word, let us love 
our neighbours as ourſelves; (Mark x1. gi.) and let us do 


unto all men as we would they ſhould do unto us; Matt. 
Vil. 12, 
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tranſcendent are they, that, thanks be to the 
God of heaven, and immortal praiſe to the 
Saviour of the world, it is never too late to 
repent; (Acts iii. 19.) it is never too late to 
turn unto the Lord; Joel ii. 13. However 
numerous, and however flagitious have been 
our ſins, we may have, through faith, a key 
to the gates of heaven; through faith we may 
have remiſſion of ſins, and acceptance with 
Cod; Acts x. 43. 


But to return to our hiſtory. I have told 
you, that a woman, notorious for crimes and 
ſins, had followed Jeſus into the Phariſee's 
houſe. She had heard him declare the Jong- 
ſuffering goodneſs, and the unbounded grace 
of God: ſhe had probably heard him deliver 
the parable of the loſt and wandering ſheep, 
(Matt. xv. 24.) and alſo that of the fold of 
the good Shepherd, where all might enter in 
and find reſt; John x. She liſtened to the 
charming ſound of his heavenly voice ; ſhe 
was ſtruck with the excellency of his 
doctrine,“ and ſhe willingly cloſed with 

his 

* Since I have thought ſeriouſly upon the bleſſed doc- 


trines of chriſtianity, it has been matter of equal ſurpriſe 
and 
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his proffered mercy. She believed: faith ex- 


exciſed on her ſmitten, contrite heart its con- 


victive influence. O what a happy change 
was this, from the ſtate of her mind previous 
to her entrance into Simon's houſe, when we 
may ſuppoſe the effuſions of her heart to 
have been ſomewhat like the following: 
10 
and grief to me, that we do not more willingly and eagerly 


embrace them. For when we conſider, that the goſpel was 
written ſolely for our inſtruction and happineſs; that its 


unmerited bleſſings are the only means of our avoiding 


eternal miſery, and the only key to everlaſting bliſs; ſo 
glaring is the folly, ſo inevitable the ruin of thoſe who re- 
je& it, that, did not every day's obſervation convince us 


of the melancholy truth, it would almoſt ſtagger belief, that 


there ſhould be any perſons of this deſcription. 


* I cannot deny mylelf the pleaſure of giving you the 
pious Daviss's ſentiments upon this important ſubje&. 


When (ſaith this ſublime and incomparable divine) the 


Lord exerts his grace to ſubdue the perverſeneſs of a ſin- 
ner, he repents: his heart diſſolves in ſoft relentings, and 
ſorrow flows from his pierced ſoul, as freely as ſtreams from 


the fountain, Contrite, he perceives his weakneſs, depra- 
: vity, and dependence; and delighteth to be humble. 
| Self-convifted, conſcience lays his heart open before him; 


he bluſhes at his own inſpection; he is confounded at his 
own tribunal. Self-condemned, he comes to God aſhamed ; 
with his face covered he falls down at his feet, and cries 
out with the voice of humble Ezra, O, my God, I am 
aſhamed, and bluſh to lift up my face to thee; for my 
iniquities are increaſed over my head, and my treſpaſs is 
grown up unto the heavens,” Ezr, ix. 5, 6. 
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l am a wretched ſinner: I am a loſt, de- 
praved, and undone creature: my youth, 
- alas! has been fpent in ſad deluſion: my vi- 

gour has been waſted in folly and diſſipation: 
my prime of life has been confumed in raſh 
rebellion. - Alas! my thoughts have never 
aſpired to God, nor my deſires winged their 
flight to heaven. Oh! how poor and help- 
leſs am I! My guilt is ever before me, and 
my heart faileth within me; (Pſal. xl. 12.) 
But Jeſus, the long- expected Meſſiah is come, 
to ſeek and to fave that which was loſt; I 
have no right to expect any thing from him, 
and yet, without his help, I muſt for ever pe- 
riſh. What ſhall I do? Where ſhall I fly? 
O! where ſhall I ſeek him that is the Saviour 
of ſinners ſuch as I am? O! whither ſhall * 
go to find him? 


Such was hs focus conditions ſuch was the 
ſtate of her dejected mind; ſuch were the fad 
effuſions of her deſponding ſoul, when the 
Holy Ghoſt directed her humbled ſpirit, * 


and 


* This paſlage is well adapted to teach us what we ſhould 
all know, I mean the miſery and helplefsneſs of our natural 
| ſtate ; 
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and filled it with ſuch pious ſentiments as 
theſe: This good Shepherd alone can 
help me; Jeſus alone can fave me. Who 
knows but he will hear my ſupplications, and 
accept my | prayers 1 Pet. iii. 12. Who 
knows but he may obſerve my tears, and 
aſſuage my grief! Ia. xxv. 8. Rev. vii. 17. 
Who knows but he may have compaſſion up- 
on me, and relieve my wants! Matt. xi. 28. 
This day he goeth to the houſe of Simon, the 
Phariſee; guilty and miſerable as I am, I will 
go in after him; and, vile as the duſt at his 
feet, I will fall down before him. I am op- 
prefled with the burden of fin ; I am weighed 
down with the load of iniquity ; if I continue 
in this ſtate I muſt periſh: I will ſeek then 
the only remedy; I will apply to the Foun- 
tain of mercy. I can but be loſt: I can but 
be a caſt-away : I will go and worſhip at his 
feet. Perhaps he may obſerve me! Perhaps 
he may pity me! Perhaps the King of Sion 
is a merciful King, and will fave my ſoul 
alive! Perhaps the Shepherd of Iſrael is a 


ten- 


ſtate; for we are no more likely to fly to a Saviour, till we 
have ſeen the neceſſity of redemption, than they that are 
whole to ſcek for a phyſician, . 
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tender Shepherd, and will receive me into 


his fold!“ one i 


| Theſe pious: ſentiments of the contrite 
Mary flew to the throne of grace; Ia. Ixvi. 
2. The God of mercy accepted her offered 
incenſe. He heard her ſecret groans; he 
counted her ſighs, and put her tears into his 


bottle. His penetrating eye obſerved all the 


ſecrets of her heart; Ezek. xi. 5. He was 


| y witneſs to all her feeble, but ſincere endeavours 


to turn unto himſelf; and he beheld her, not 
as an unconcerned Spectator, but with all the 
tender emotions of fatherly compaſſion ; Jer, 
xxxi. 18, 19, 20. ; 


O, my dear hearers, what abundant con- 
ſolation does this ſcripture-truth afford to deſ- 
ponding penitents! And how forcibly does 
it impreſs upon our minds this delightful 
truth, that however vile and abandoned 
a ſinner has been, yet, upon his unfeigned 
repentance, the God of mercy will adopt him 

Ws: as 


* What a bleſſed union of humility and faith is here 
diſplayed in the character of the contrite Mary. O chriſ- 
tians, behold, admire, and imitate, 
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as his beloved child. Yes, chriſtians, if we, 
ſenſible of our weakneſs, lay aſide all ſelf- 
confidence ; and, conſcious of our natural de- 

pravity, place all our hope of happineſs and 
acceptance with . God in our atoning Re- 
deemer; he will, from that moment, regard 
us, provide for us, and protect us as his ſons, 
and make us inheritors of his everlaſting king- 
dom; Rom. viii. 37—39. And is not thisaſuf- 
_ ficient conſideration to excite you, like the pro- 
digal, to ariſe, and go to your Father's houſe? 
Luke xv. 22—24. Can you reſiſt the energy 
of ſuch compaſſion? Can you be content to 
feed upon the huſks of iniquity, while fo 
many of your Father's ſervants are ſatisfied 
with the bread of life? Luke xv. 16, 17. 
Surely you cannot: one would think ſelf- 
intereſt might prevent you, ſhould you be 
actuated by no better principle. O] ſhun the 
deluſive paths of fin and death; Luke xv. 13, 
14. Return! ye periſhing prodigals, return! 
Though you have ſinned againſt Heaven, and 
before God, and are no more worthy to be 
called his ſons, return, O yet return! and he 
will own you as his favourite ſons, his dar- 


T ling 
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ling children; Luke xv. 18, 19, 20. 


But we proceed with our hiſtory. Mary 


ſtood at Jeſus? feet, behind him, weeping. She 


knew to what an awful diſtance her former 
vile conduct had ſeparated her from him: her 


ſins ſtared her in the face; and a fad con- 


viction of her helpleſs and forlorn condition 
filled her with ſorrow, lamentation and woe. 
Oppreſſed with grief, and ſtung with re- 
morſe, ſhe ſunk down; ſhe mourned, ſhe. 
wept ; and as her. tears flowed down upon 


his bleſſed feet, ſhe wiped them with the 
hairs of her head, In this humble poſture 


Mary moſt earneſtly attended to the words of 
Jeſus, and was deeply affected by them. 
The Holy Ghoſt directed them to her ſoul, 
and enlightened her mind with divine know- 

ledge. 


The beautiful parable here alluded to is a moſt con- 
ſolatory portion of the ſacred writings, and very much're-- 


ſembles the hiſtory of our own lives. There is a ftriking 


reſemblance between the repentance of Mary, and that of 


the Prodigal; (Luke vii. 38. Luke xv. 21.) and the con- 
duct of Simon is, in many reſpects, extremely fimilar to 


that of the prodigal's elder brother; vii. 99. & xv. 28. 
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ledge.* He ſhewed her who Jeſus was ; that 
he was come to ſave the miſerable and the 
loſt; that he was the great Phyſician, who 
ſhould heal difeaſed fouls, and call finners to 


repentance ; Luke v. 31, 32. This ſenſe of 


his grace melted her once ſtony heart; (Ezek. 


xi. 19, 20.) and drew from her eyes the tears: 


of penitence. She kiſſed the feet of her Sa- 
viour, and anointed them with ointment. F 


It is now time that we ſhould notice our 
Saviour's hoſt, Simon, the Phariſee, and ſee 
how he was affected on this occaſion. ' We 
read, 


* I wiſh, my dear friends, that you did but clearly diſ- 
cern the neceſſity, and ſufficiently appretiate the value of 
the Holy Spirit's agency; John xiv. 26. The operations 
of the Holy Ghoſt are as requiſite to conſtitute a real chriſ- 
tian, as the atonement of Jeſus Chriſt ; for though the blood 
of Chriſt only can deliver us from the curſe of the law, 
it is the bleſſed Spirit that gives us a diſtaſte for ſin, and a 
reliſh for holineſs ; it is he that creates in us a love to God, 
and a power to ſerve him, 


+ I have dwelt a long time upon the fentiments and 
actions of Mary, becauſe they afford us a moſt uſeful and 
improving example. We cannot, like Mary, waſh our Sa- 
viour's feet with our tears, gnd wipe them with the hairs 
of our head; but we eee her in humility, and 
imitate her i in repentance. 
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read, that when he that had bidden him ſaw 
the pious actions of Mary, he was much of- 
fended with the holy Jeſus: nay, he even 
queſtioned whether he was a prophet ; ſaying 
within himſelf, If he were a prophet, he 
would have known who, and what -manner 
of woman this is that toucheth him; for ſhe 
is a finner;” ſuppoſing that if Jeſus had 
been a good and righteous perſon, he would 
not have ſuffered her to approach him. Poor 
ignorant mortal! he little knew for what pur- 
poſe Chriſt left the throne of heaven, and vi- 
fited this wretched world: he little knew that 
the holy Jeſus was ſent to ſave that which 
was loſt, (Matt. XV. 24.) to heal the broken- 
hearted, (Luke iv. 18.) and call ſinners to 
repentance, Mark ii. 17. And O! had he 
known 

—— The Jews were quite miſtaken as to the object of our 
Saviour's miſſion: they expected a temporal Meſſiah; a 


Meſſiah who ſhould fight their battles, and gain their vic- 
tories; who, having delivered them out of the hands of their 
enemies, ſhould make Judea the ſeat of empire, and the 
miſtreſs- of the world. When, therefore, inſtead of a high 
and mighty prince and conqueror, they ſaw a man who 
was born in a ſtable, (Luke ii. 7.) brought up as a car- 


penter, (Mark vi. g.) deſpiſed by the world, treated with 
cruelty, 
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known the malignity of his own heart, and 
the danger of his own ſoul; ſo far from deſ- 
piſing the penitent Mary, or being offended at 
the forgiving Jeſus, he would, in the deepeſt 
ſhame and abaſement, have proſtrated himſelf 
before the throne of grace, and cried out, 
with the voice of humble penitence, ** God 
be merciful to me a ſinner.“ But the caſe 
was far otherwiſe. - Simon was a ſelf-right- 
eous Phariſee, and experience confirms the 
teſtimony of ſcripture, that pride is the bane 
of chriſtianity. Simon built upon a ſandy 
foundation, (Matt. vii. 26.) .and therefore 
his fabric fell, He truſted for acceptance in 
good works, in alms, and pious deeds, (Luke 
xviii. 11, 12.) and there he failed. For to 
truſt in good works only, is no better than 
garniſhing the tomb, and beautifying the ſe- 
pulchre; nay, it is no better, ſaith the ſcrip- 

e | ture, 


_ cruelty, (Luke xxii. 64.) and at laſt crucified between 
two thieves, (xxiii. 33.) when they found that inſtead of 
ſanftioning the Moſaic ritual, he annulled it, and eſtab- 
liſhed a new religion, they were aſtoniſhed, mortified, and 
confounded, Where then is the wonder that their pride 
rejected the meek Redeemer, (Matt. xi. 29.) and deſpiſed 
his holy religion ? 
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ture, than whitening the wall, and nig 
clean the outſide of the cup and platter; Matt. 
xxiii. 23—26. It is at beſt but the righteouſ- 
neſs of the law, by which no fleſh can be 
ne Ha. Ixiv. 6. 1 itt. 275 Pw 


Jo rely ink on our own works, and 
partly on Chriſt, is like putting on a garment 
of divers ſorts, as of woollen and linen to- 
gether ; Deut. xxii. 11. It is taking a piece 
of new cloth to mend an old tattered gar- 
ment; Matt. ix. 16. In a word, my be- 
loved friends, it is a falſe and fruitleſs de- 
pendence; and ſo it will be found when we 
come to die. For let men reaſon as they 
will with their own hearts; let them try as 
they pleaſe to ſtill their guilty and accuſing 
conſciences, ſin will be there, like a canker 
at the root of all their imaginary piety, and 
will blaſt all their proſpects of endleſs bliſs. 
Such is the caſe with all thoſe who are ſeek- 


1 


* I do not deny, but that if a man were to keep every 
tittle of the law inviolate, he would be juſtified : no, but 
our original apoſtacy has rendered us incapable of this; and 
the minuteſt deviation from the path of rectitude expoſes us 
to the wrath of heaven; Gal. 1. 10. e 
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ing falvation in any other way than by the 
blood of Chriſt ; Acts iv. 12, They are hew- 
ing to themſelves broken ciſterns that can 
hold no water; Jer. ii. 13. They are ſtriving 
in vain to make the Ethiopian white ; they 
are attempting to get to heaven without en- 
tering the gate and only door into the paradiſe 
of God; John. x. 9. Jeſus himſelf ſays, 
] am the way, and the truth, and the life; 
no man cometh unto the Father but by me; 
John xiv. 6. 


If ever we are ſaved, we muſt be ſaved by 


a righteouſneſs different from our own; the 
righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt. His obedience, 
ſufferings, wounds and death, alone can pro- 
cure a ſinner acceptance with God, and enable 
him to ſtand with boldneſs in the day of judg- 
ment. * This is the white linen, the right- 
eouſneſs which the ſaints wear above; and 
which makes them fair and beautiful in the 
eyes of a God of infinite purity, and in the 
ſight of his holy angels. 
| 15 May 
* Since then it is centuin that all are ſinners, no man will 


be able to ſtand at the laſt day, except he can plead the 
obedience of Chriſt, by imputation, his own. 
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May =" 4 ou and J then, my dear friends, 
have this for our righteouſneſs, when we 


leave the world, and enter into the regions of 


eternity. Armed with this impenetrable 
breaſt- plate, we may walk through the valley 


of the ſhadow of death cheerfully and fear- 


leſsly; Pſal. xxiii. 1-4. Clad with this 
raiment, we may enter the wedding cham- 
ber, and ſtand before God without ſpot or 
wrinkle. This is the robe which all muſt 
have, if they would be ſaved, or go to hea- 
ven: for without it, all elſe, however fair 
and ſpecious, is faulty and imperfect, before 


that holy Being, whoſe eyes are too pure to 
behold iniquity ; Hab. i. 1 : 


Hence it is clearly manifeſt, that by faith 
only can man be juſtified, (Rom. iii. 24, 25.) 
and therefore ſaith St. Paul, By grace are 
ye ſaved, through faith, and that not of your- 
ſelves, it is the gift of God ;” Eph. ii. 8, 9. 
This was remarkably exemplified in the hiſ- 

tory 


„As darkneſs can have no communion with light, nor 
righteouſneſs with unrighteouſneſs; ſo neither can man 
have fellowſhip with God, till he is waſhed in the blood of 
the atoning Lamb; 2 Cor. vi. 14, 15, 
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tory before us. Simon being a pion; felf- 


righteous man, was unwilling to acknowledge 
his fallen condition by nature; he therefore 

truſted in his own righteouſneſs, and was re- 
jected. But Mary, when ſhe heard our 
bleſſed Saviour preach, became 'a humble 


penitent: ſhe was convinced that ſhe had no 


righteouſneſs of her own; ſhe catne to her 
Redeemer as a guilty, and a loſt finner ; ſhe 
obtained , and was a 8 


Let us, my reſpected friends, learn how 


an inſtructive leſſon: let us be convinced of 


our weakneſs without Chriſt ; John xv. 4-6. 
Let us approach our Saviour with true humi- 
lity, and lay our guilty ſouls at the foot of his 
croſs; then we are aſſured by the God of 
mercy, that though our ſins be as ſcarlet, they 
ſhall be waſhed as white as ſnow; though 
they be. red like crimſon, they ſhall be as 
wool ; Ifa. i. 18. | 5 N 
K | „„ 


* Simon, it ſeems, had been a rigid obſerver of the law ; 


and Mary a notorious tranſgreſſor of it: when therefore we 


read that he was rejected, and ſhe accepted, how are we 
ſtruck with the wonderful benefits, and glorious 1 
leges of evangelical faith; Luke xviii. 14. | 
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We will, if you pleaſe, return once more 
to our hiſtory, which goes on in this intereſt- 


ing vein. Simon, ſaith the holy Jeſus, I 


have ſomewhat to ſay to thee:“ and Simon 


faith, Maſter, ſay on. Then Jeſus ſaid, 
Simon, ſeeſt thou this woman? Thou gaveſt 


me no water to waſh. my feet; but ſhe hath 


waſhed my feet with tears, and wiped them 


with the hairs of her head. Thou gaveſt me 
no kiſs ; but Mary, ſince the time I came in, 
hath not ceaſed to kiſs my feet. Mine head 
with oil thou didſt not anoint; but this wo- 
man hath even anointed my feet with oint- 
ment; wherefore I ſay unto thee, Her fins, 
which are many." are forgiven. j 


ne: this ſtriking addreſs of our Saviour 
to the n F the humble Mary had 


been 


* We cannot but idatite the condeſcenſion of Chri ſt to 


this perſon, who was of a ſect highly inimical to his bleſſed 
cauſe. He reaſons with him, he inſtructs him, and diſ- 
plays the tendereſt regard for his beſt intereſts. 


The atoning blood of Chriſt can as eaſily expiate 
many ſins, as few; and great offences, as thoſe that are 


ſmall; they are all, through a goſpet-Faith, equally wiped 


away, and blotted out for ever. You then who have ſeen 
the wonderful faith, and ſalvation of Mary, deſpair not : 


but go and do ye likewiſe, 


nee —_. ox 


been all the while looking at Jeſus with long- 
ing eyes, and regarding him with an anxious 
ſoul ; when Oh! how her heart did bound 
and leap with joy, on hearing his kind con- 
cluſion. She y tears of grief before, but 


now tears of | joy. She believed in the do- 
trine of grace, and ene in unmerited 


mefcy. Eph. i. 6, 7. She was filled with 
holy tranſport; for the kingdom of God was 
come into her ſoul. Rev. iii. 20. 9555 wit- 
neſſod redemption, and was ſaved.*_ 


But how mn muſt the rebults of Jeſus 


have been to the ſelf-righteous Phariſee! 


When I came into thy houſe, how coldly 


was I received; with what indifference was 


I treated! Thou gaveſt me no kiſs to wel- 


come me, and the reaſon was thy i ignorance. 
Hadſt 


A certain and vell- grounded hope of eternal glory is 
doubtleſs the greateſt bleſſing that can be enjoyed on this 
fide the grave; and this may be attained by every faithful 
chriſtian : St, Paul actually poſſeſſed it; Phil. i. 21, 2g. 
and God is no reſpecter of perſons ; (Acts x. g4, 35.) hence 
I have no doubt in my own mind, but that every one who 
feareth God, and worketh righteouſneſs, may, through 
Jeſus Chriſt, poſſeſs an abſolute aſſurance of a bleſſed im- 
mortality, 
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Hadſt chou known that I am the * of 
the world, thou couldſt not have forborne this 
expreſſion of regard. Thou gaveſt me no 
water to waſh my feet, and the reaſon was 
thy pride. O] hadſt thou known the want 
of a Redeemer, thou wouldſt have counted it 
the greateſt honour to be my ſervant, and to 
waſh my feet; Lake w. 19. 8375 


0 del, deluded Phariſec! 9 7 
n thy deſtructive pride, the bane of 
chriſtian knowledge, blinds thine eyes, and 
hardens thy heart.“ Be no longer deceived, 


= 


Pride, my chriſtian friends, is the favourite agent of 
the devil, the deteſted origin of raſh impiety, blind infi- 
delity, and fad apoſtacy from God. What elſe but pride 
is the ſource of that horrid philoſophy, (filed the modern 
ſchool) which dares to queſtion the exiſtence of a God, 
and is pregnant with principles deſtructive to the ſoul? 
What elſe the cauſe of Lucifer's fall, who, aſpiring with 
impious arrogance to rival the Almighty Author of na- 
ture, was juſtly hurled by the vengeance of Heaven to the 
bottomleſs abyſs; 2 Pet. ii. 4. Shun pride, then, my 
chriſtian friends, I earneſtly exhort you: O caſt it from 
vou, as you would a ſnake from your boſom; for if you 
are infected with its deadly venom, it will certainly render 
you unhappy here, and miſerable hereafter, 
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| Simon z but open thine eyes to the light WY 


chriſtianity,. and yield thy heart to the im- 
preſſions of the Holy Spirit. Thou regardeſt 
this woman as an object of pity and con- 
tempt; but thou art miſtaken. This humble 
Mary, whom thou deſpiſeſt, is far more to 


be envied than thou art. Whilſt thou art 


involved in darkneſs and ignorance, her mind 
is illumined with the enlivening rays of di- 
vine knowledge. My. heavenly Father hath 
graciouſly taught her to know and to love me; 
and therefore ſhe comes to me with a believ- 
ing and penitent heart. See how her tears are 


poured on my feet, and how ſhe wipes them 


with the hairs of her head. See how her once 
proud ſpirit is humbled in the duſt ; her once 
haughty head abaſed at my feet; and her 


eyes, once the luring inſtruments of immo- 


defty, are become a fountain of tears, and 
are now expreſſive of the chaſtity of her 
mind, Nay, ſhe has given up all for my ſake, 
and hath 0 Hor precious and coſtly oint- 

| ment 


There is nothing more common than ſelf-deceit 1 mat- 
ters of religion; for proud men generally think themſelves 
righteous, though they cheriſh a haughty diſpoſition, 
which is inconſiſtent with chriſtianity, 
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ment upon my feet: wherefore I ſay unte 
thee, her ſins, which are many, are forgiven.” 
Then, turning to the penitent Mary, he far- 
ther conſoled her with theſe cheering words, 
N ae faith . e n go in an, * 


Thus cd — cngagin: ">" e Hare a 
edifying narrative it is. Let me [now 
beg your attention, while, I make a e re- 
marks. 1b * 
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1 3 is an to a man 8 to = 
with hunger, and water to one periſhing with 
thirſt, ſo is a Saviour 8 preſence, ſo are his 
tender mercies to an awakened and peni- | 
tent ſoul. As ſoon as a ſinner is brought to 

= repentance, and made ſenſible of his real con- 
| Wi | dition, he feels himſelf to be A wretched, 
| helpleſs, and depraved creature, who is no- 
thing, (Iſa. xl. 17.) bath nothing, and can 
do nothing to fave himſelf from deſtruction. 
He finds himſelf involved i in thick darkneſs, 
(Pfal. cvii. 10,) which no ray of ſcience, nor 
the brighteſt beams of human learning are 
able to diſpel. He finds himſelf in the ſhades 
of death, from which all "buy imaginary good 
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qualities combined cannot deliver him. He 
finds himſelf faſt bound in miſery, and ſees 
that all the powers on earth cannot break his 
iron chains.“ Thus ſenſible. of his weak- 
neſs, and of his need of that divine remedy 
which the goſpel propoſes, he proſtrates him- 
ſelf before the throne of grace, and relies en- 
tirely on the mercy of God, and the merits of 

Chriſt. Pleaſed with this expreſſion of faith, 
the almighty Redeemer viſits the ſoul which 
he ranſomed with his blood, and brings to 
the humble captive complete redemption. 
Darkneſs flies at the approach of the eternal 
light: the ſhadow of death is turned into the 
dawnings of a heavenly life, and the bonds 
of fin and Satan are exchanged for the glo- 
rious liberty of the Sons of God; Pfal. cvii. 
13, 14. a! 


If any of you, my dear friends, are con- 
vinced of your natural weakneſs and depra- 
vity; if any of you, awakened from the 
Let me adviſe you to read with attention the 107th 
Pſalm : there you will find the benefits of humility ſo for- 


cibly repreſented,” that they muſt ' excite your admira- 
tion, and fire your zeal. 


0 RIDE AND HUMILITY 


lethargy of fin, are anxious to be partakers of 
the heavenly calling, grope not any longer in 
the thick miſts of iniquity, and the darkneſs 
of the world, but follow the Sun of righteouſ- 
neſs, and embrace the light that leadeth to 
eternal life. Vet think not to obtain this 
bleſſed illumination of yourſelves; for you 
are helpleſs and unprofitable creatures; (Rom. 
iii. 12, 18.) but ſeek it where alone it can be 

found, in Jeſus Chriſt, who hath poſitively 
declared, that IRE" him * can do no- 
GRE * 


0 come in, my Stat friends, and il 
your ſins upon the croſs of your Redeemer, 
for they cannot be pardoned any other way. 
Apply to him with humble faith, and he will 


bleſs you with the communication of his 


Spirit, which will guide you into all truth, 

” This dodtrine of . 3 14. Chriſt is as 
plain as the rays of light which now ſtrike our eyes. You 
may find in your bible paſſages almoſt innumerable, which 
inform you, that Jeſus is the only foundation of our ac- 
ceptance. If God ever receiye us as juſt and righteous, 
(and we cannot be otherwiſe accepted) it muſt be in the 
perfect righteouſneſs of his Sen; 1 Cor, i. 30, 31. It is 
only in the Beloved that we can be accepted; Eph. i. 6, 7. 


marvellous light; John viii. 12. He will 
ſhew you the horrid ingratitude, the vileneſs 
and deformity of ſin, and the neceſſity and 
happineſs of forſaking it, and turning unto 


o you. in heavenly colours the unbounded 


mercy of his Father, (Pfal. ciii. 8, 11, 13.) 


ſcendent beauty of holineſs, and the incon- 
ceivable reward of faith. 


nifeſtations, new diſcoveries will open upon 
your ſouls; and, melting under the convic- 
ion that you have been alienated from God 
till this happy moment, you will be ready 
thus to expoſtulate with yourſelf ; * Alas! 
hat have I been doing! waſting the precious 
moments of life, ruining my own ſoul, and 
diſhonouring the God of all my mercies |! 
What fatal infatuation hath blinded my 
eyes, that I never before ſaw the horrid evil 


of my conduct, nor the hatefulneſs of fin, 
LE which 
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and purge you from all impurities 301 Cor. i. 
4, 5. He will bring you out of darkneſs into 


God; Luke xv. 18—20. He will diſplay 


is own infinite love, (Mark x. 45.) the tran- 


Struck with admiration at ſuch glorious ma- 
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8& PRIDE AND HUMILITY 


which now appears to me in all its hideous | 
colours! Amazing! that divine vengeance 
has not overwhelmed me before now, and 
fent me to that land of darkneſs, horror, and 
_ deſpair, where mercy never comes, and hope 
will never dawn; Luke xvi. 23, 24. I won- 
det that J am yet alive, and in the land of 
hope! a humbled, pardoned penitent! Let 
heaven and earth wonder at this; for ſurely 
the ſun never ſhone upon a wretch fo unde- 
ſerving, ſo great a monument of mercy.” 


Something like this is the language of 
every true penitent. This was the diſpoſition 
of the woman in my text, and preat was her 
reward. Her faith ſaved her: ſhe departed 
in peace; Luke vii. 50. Go then, my re- 
ſpeed flock, and do likewiſe. * 

Delay, not your repentance, as if your caſe 
were hopeleſs ;' for the pardoned Mary was 
one of the greateſt of ſinners; and even the 
thief was e when he hung on the croſs; 

Luke 


* Humility is certainly of the greateſt importance in 
religion ; for without humility we cannot have faith, an 
without faith we cannot have ſal vation; Mark xvi. 16. 
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Luke xxiii. 43.“ Be not diſcouraged becauſe 
you have not the gift of prayer, or the aid of 
learning; for if your tears and ſighs expreſs 
the language of your heart, the God of mercy 
will obſerve you; the God of love will be 


gracious unto you; Luke vii. 44, 47. 


Let your repentance be the eſſence of hu- 
mility, and the effect of conviction. Then 
if you fly to Jeſus, the bleſſed Saviour of the 
world, and truſt wholly in his atoning blood 
for mercy, pardon, and acceptance, he will 
blot out your tranſgreſſions as a thick cloud, 
and caſt your ſins into the depths of the ſea. 


* It is certainly a moſt abſurd way of reaſoning, to ſay 
you will not repent, becauſe your fins are many and 
heinous; for that is the very thing which ſhould ſtimulate 
you to ſeize the firſt moment, and redouble your exertions 
to return to God, and to ſave your ſouls alive. 
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FAITH THE ONLY MEANS OF 
SALVATION. 


Hed, x1. 6. 
Without Faith it is impossible to please God. 


— — 


| 'T urre is no one doctrine of chriſti- 
anity, my friends, in reference to which 
mankind are more divided, or more miſtaken, 
than that of faith; yet as it is of ſuch im- 
portance, that without it we cannot pleaſe 
God in this world, nor be admitted into his 
kingdom in the next, it concerns us all ſe- 
riouſly to inquire, what the ſacred writers 
mean by faith. I will endeavour therefore, 
by divine aſſiſtance, to explain the ſubject for 
your inſtruction and edification, requeſting 

that 
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FAITH THE ONLY MEANS 


: 
88 ; 
- 


that you will favour me with your candid 
attention. * 


I ſhall arrange what I have to advance on 


the intereſting paſſage before us, under three 
Heads : 


J. The 3 of faith. 
II. The necessit of faith 3 
III. The advantages of faith. 


| iſt. then, I'bave undertaken to explain the 
nature of faith. It is affecting to conſider 
how trifling a matter moſt men make of this 
great duty. And hence it is that our ears are 
ſo often aſſailed with ſuch fooliſh and imper- 
tinent queſtions as theſe: Have we not all 
faith in Chriſt? Have we not all been bap- 
tized? Have we not all learnt the catechiſm 
and the creed? And do we not all acknow- 
edge 


© The reaſon why men improve ſo little by hearing i is 
certainly the want of attention. There is hardly any diſ- 
courſe delivered in the houſe of God, however ſimple or 
unpoliſhed; from which ſome advantage may not be de- 
rived, by a liſtening ear. Whatever then the abilities of 
the preacher may be, inattention can ſcarcely admit of an 
excuſe; John viii. 47. 


. 
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ledge the Bible to be thè word of God? John 
vii. 18—19. Would you have us then, after 
all, to think ourſelves heathens and infidels ?* 
I. thank God, ſays one, have believed from 
my cradle. + I, ſays another, have had faith 
ever ſince I could exerciſe reaſon : what or 
where then is the believer, if I am not one? 
Such boaſters let me check in their fooliſh 
harangue. All this does but prove that they 
know little about the matter; or, rather, that 
they are total ſtrangers to that faith which is 
unto falyation. 5 | 


The production of faith, my friends, I ap- 
prehend, is not at all the work of man; but 
entirely an operation of the Holy Spirit, 
(1 Cor. xii. 9.) purely the gift of God, (ver. 
6.) and an act of divine grace, (ver. 11.) 
Yet this is not inconſiſtent with the free- 


M agency 


- * Iam bold to aſſert, that there never exiſted a hardened 
infidel, whoſe. heart was not a ſlave to pride: and hence 
I am convinced, that this favourite engine of the deceiver 

is the deluſi ve and fatal cauſe of infidelity. 


+ Remember that this was the language of the ſelf- 


righteous Phariſee, and yet he was rejected; Luke xviil. 


11, 12, 6 


- 
* 
1 
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agency of man: for though faith is purely the 
gift of God, it will not be with-holden from 
any one who ſeeks it with humility ; Matt. 
vii. 7, 8. It is not ſo eaſy a thing, as ſome 
men imagine, to be a true believer: and this 
all have experienced, who ave obtained a 
| — 


I know chat the common \ deſcri ation AP | 
definition of faith in Chriſt is, that it is a 
mere aſſent and conſent to the truth and vera- 
city of the Holy Scripture. And in this light 
I will allow that all of you, who call your- 
ſelves chriſtians, may be believers. But de- 
part not from this place with ſuch a vague, 
- exroneous notion. Bear with me, if I tell 
you, that ſuch an idea is directly contrary to 
the expreſs declaration of the divine word: 
for the ſacred oracles of truth declare, that 
faith is not a bare belief of what is actually 
before our eyes; but it is ** the ſubſtance of 
things hoped for, the evidence of things not 
ſeen ;” Heb. xi. 1. * Hence faith in Chriſt 
OOTY _ 

For inſtance; as ſurely as we believe that there is ſuch 


a country as Ireland, though we have not been there; or 
that 
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contained in the ſacred writings concerning 
him; Ifa. liii. 5. 6. Matt. iii. 17. Rom. 
v. 1. It is the effect of a ſupernatural 
illumination * of the mind, with which the 
chriſtian is endued; (Eph. v. 14.) ſo that he 
has not the leaſt doubt reſpecting the ſyſtem, 
or the perfection of chriſtianity; 2 Tim. iii. 
1517. He heartily approves of the way 
of ſalvation through a crucified Redeemer; 
Gal. ii, 20. In conſequence of this, he has 

A willing, delightful dependence of the whole 


foul upon his righteouſneſs ; Rom. viii. 1, 2. 


and he gives a cheerful and entire conſent to 


that there are vaſt oceans and ſeas, though we have not ſeen 
them; ſo certainly a man may believe the promiſes of God 
concerning Jeſus Chriſt, and his righteouſneſs; Rom. iii. 
24—26. For I declare, that I myſelf (by the grace of God) 
have no more doubt about theſe things, than if an angel 
from heaven 525 appeared to me wann and told me 
them. 


This illumination is the gift of God. When God 
works in man the work of faith with power, he opens his 
underſtanding to ſee a ſurpriſing glory in the ſcheme of 
ſalvation, by the mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, and gives him 
a heart to approve of it; which is far ſuperior to a mere 
ſpeculative conviction. 
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che terms of the goſpel; To be brief, my 
friends, a juſtifying faith in Chriſt is a full 
perſuaſion of the truth of the goſpel, with a 
| Hearty conſent to that method of ſalvation, 
through the righteouſneſs of 4 1 appro 5 
b is eee in the g A 


I 


This . A may; Sin 5 
SOR by its fruits; Matt. vii. 16. For if 
it produce not good works, it is na faith at 
all, or but a nominal faith, which is worſe 
than nothing; Jam. ii. 26. F No wicked 
man has faith. No drunkard, whoremonger, 
adulterer, ſwearer, or railer can be a believer; 
Eph. v. i—;. No! ſuch are dead to God 
while they live: they are without faith, and 
as ſuch, not real chriſtians, 
He 


r This definition of faith, whith is rcon dsd upon the 
word of God, may be found, in nearly the ſame words, in 
the writings of many eminent divines; ſuch as Davies, 
Waerar, &c. 


7 This is htiefaftority proved from the loans ſy 
logiſm: Whoſoever hath faith ſhall be ſaved; Mark 
xvi. 16. But without holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord; 
Heb. xii. 14. Conſequently, whoſcever hath a goſpet- 
faith muſt have holineſs. | | 
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He only is a true believer who hath a vi- 
tal, practical faith; a faith that layeth hold 
of Chriſt, and worſhippeth him; (Luke vii. 
38.) a faith that worketh by love, and that 
influences him to run with diligence the way 
of God's commandments.“ Having thus 
briefly conſidered the nature of faith, I . 
ceed to . 


. The neceſſity of faith. 


I man's original ſtate of innocence, I his 


ſoul was the dwelling of God, and therefore 
Sn 7 the 


St. Paul abſolutely commands us to work out our ſal- 


vation with fear and trembling, (Phil. ii. 42.) it is evident, | 


therefore, that God will only 8 that faith which is 
living and practical. 


+ The ſentiments and language of the eloquent HAwE Is, 
upon. man's original innocence, are truly ſublime. * When 
God had pronounced man good, (Gen. 21, 31.) his foul 
was the habitation of the Deity. Thoſe paſſions, now ſo 
turbulent and unruly, each miniſtered in humble ſubjection 
before the Lord. Love ſtood before the altar, and, pour- 
ing on the ſacred incenſe, kept up the hallowed flame. 
Holineſs guarded every avenue of the temple, and ſhut the 
gates to every vile intruder. Hope lifted up her hands and 
eyes to heaven, and ſhewed, by the intenſeneſs of her coun- 
tenance, where her anchor was fixed. Fear, with reveren- 
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the manſion of - holineſs. God looked down 
upon man. He was pleaſed with the work 
of his hands; and, as a diſtinguiſhing mark 
of approbation, crowned him with glory, ho- 
nour, and immortality. Had man continued 
in this ſtate, the neceſſity of evangelical faith 
would never have exiſted; for there would 
have been no occaſion for an atonement. 
But man revolted from God, and by this re- 
volt was entirely ſeparated from him. * Se- 
parated, he became a flave to fin, and there- 
fore an enemy to God; Rom, viii. 7. 


i Thus debaſed and ruined, loſt and periſh- 
ing, man muſt have fallen a victim to the 
4 8 of offended . had not the be- 

loved 


tial awe, bowed down before the ſanctuary, where yet no 
veil had hid the preſence of the Deity. Joy told its rap- 
tures in Hoſannahs of never-cealing praiſe; whilſt memory 
unfolded the volume of divine mercies; and conſcience, 
yet unſullied, beheld, as God's vicegerent, the hallowed 
ſervice, and gave its approbation as the voice of God.— 
How art thou fallen, ſon of the morning! Who can re- 
flect on the firſt e garagh image; and not drop a tear of 

forrow !* | 


is This Lubje& is more fully diſcuſſed and explained in 
the lecture upon Man's Weakneſs without Chriſt. 
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loved Son of the Supreme aſſumed human 
nature, deſcended from his throne of glory, 
and died upon the croſs; Eph. ii. 4, 5. 


1 Cor. xv. 22. By this amazing ſaerifice 


the ſins of the whole world were expiated; 
x John ii. 1, 2. The wrath of Heaven was 
appeaſed, and God was reconciled ; Col. i. 
19—23- At ſuch a great redemption let 
the world rejoice; let men and angels join 


in wonder, praiſe, and gratitude! This re- 


demption was indeed an inconceivable benefit; 
and it is the more precious, on account of 


its extent. But let it be known to all man- 


kind, that this bleſſing, though freely offered 
to tlie whole world, can only be enjoyed by 
true believers. This, my friends, is not 
merely the aſſertion of a weak mortal like 
myſelf, but it is the poſitive declaration of 
the word of God. By faith only, ſaith St. 
Paul can man be Juſtified, - (Rom. i. 28.) 


and 


* I know that many ſelf-righteous perſons object to this 
paſſage, as contradicting the words of St. James; but this 
ariſes entirely from their ignorance of the true and only 
method of ſal vation through Jeſus Chriſt. St. Paul ſays, 
that a man is juſtified by faith, without the deeds of the 

law; : 
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and he that believeth not, ſaith the Son of 


God, ſhall be damned ; Mark xvi. 16. If 
ſuch be the affirmation of a holy apoſtle; if 


ſuch be the expreſs declaration of him who is 


truth itſelf, who can doubt the neceſſity of 
faith? Who can any longer deny, that to be- 
lieve is abſolutely requiſite unto ſalvation ? 
No one in his ſenſes, ſurely ! Such a doubt 
would be folly inexcuſable. Such a denial 
would be raſhneſs unpardonable. It is cer- 
tain, that we are all guilty in the fight of 
God; all expoſed to condemnation ; and un- 
able to make the leaſt ſatisfaction for our 
Te = rg 


law; 4 pg iii. 8. And St. by ſays, that * works a 
man is juſtified, and not by faith only; Jam. ii. 24. Now, 
fay they, how can you reconcile theſe two paſſages? I an- 
ſwer, very eaſily and moſt ſatisfactorily. The faith which 
St. Paul means, is that faith which produceth good works; 
Gal. v. 6. 1 Tim. vi. 11, 12. And the good works, which 
St. James mentions, are thoſe which ſpring from faith; 
Jam. ii. 22, 29. Where then is the difference ? There is 
no difference at all. Still I inſiſt, upon the authority of 
ſcripture, that by faith only can man be juſtified. For 
fince righteouſneſs is abſolutely neceſſary unto ſalvation, 
(Ezek. xviii. 20.) and from the depravity of nature none 
can perform it, (Pſal. li, 2. 3.) it is evident that, in order 
to obtain eternal life, we muſt plead as our own the perfect 
obedience of Chriſt; and this we can only do through evan- 
gelical faith, 
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offences, or merit the divine favour by any 
thing we can do or ſuffer,” We were, I ſay, 
forlorn, helpleſs, and periſhing creatures; and 
fo muſt ever have remained, had not Chriſt 
pitied our wretchedneſs, relieved our wants, 
and ſaved us from | deſtruction : he ſubſti- 
tuted himſelf in our place, bore the puniſh- 
ment due to our fins, and obeyed the divine 
nen Rnd; het $07 Pio 17 


"Thaw through the e —_ 8 
af our dear Redeemer, God was reconciled to 
his ſinful creatures, and received us into fa- 
vour; 2 Cor.v. 18, 19. But then, in order 
to enjoy the bleſſings of his righteouſneſs, we 
muſt, as guilty, helpleſs ſinners, place our 
whole dependence upon it, and plead it as 
the only ground of our juſtification. And 
though we muſt abound in good works, we 
ought not to make theſe, in the leaſt, the ground 
of our hope of pardon and acceptance. No, 
my chriſtian friends, faith is the grand pre- 
requiſite to ſalvation; the only means by 
which we can obtain thoſe ſanctifying graces, 
which make us holy and acceptable in the 
ſight of God; Rom. v. 1%. 
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Of all other principles, then, faith is the moſt 
neceſſary. And, therefore, when St. Paul has 
exhorted us to put on the whole armour of 
God; the girdle of truth; the breaſt-plate of 
righteouſneſs ; the helmet of ſalvation ; the 
ſword of the Spirit; and to be ſhod with the 
preparation of the goſpel of peace; he em- 
phatically commands us, above all things, to 


Put on the ſhield of faith, whereby we ſhall | 


be able to quench all the fiery darts of the 
wicked; Eph. vi. 13, 16. Hence it is evi- 
dent, that whatever elſe may be expedient, 


faith is abſolutely neceſſary. Without this 
ſaving gift no goſpel-truths can be embraced ; 


no goſpel-promiſes can be claimed : without 
this heavenly grace, you cannot warrantably 


look for acceptance, you cannot ſafely hope 


for happineſs; for ſalvation is by grace, 
through faith in Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; 4 


Epp. ii. 8. N 
| 1 


* Before you proceed any farther, | let me adviſe you to 
examine your hearts, and ſee if faith be there. Surely you 
cannot ſpend your time better; for if you be ſtrangers to 
this living principle, you are in a loſt and periſbing —_— 
tion; Mark xvi. 16. 
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Having ſpoken 1 the nature . u 
of faith,” F £4 nam ” 


. to new you the advantages of i "vp 


It is to faith, my chriſtian friends, that all 
the promiſes of the goſpel are made: its 
advantages, therefore, cannot be dif] puted. 


Faith is moſt beauhifullt and n ſtiled a 
ſhield; as it is a general and active weapon 
of defence, warding off every blow, how- 
ever directed. When the winds and waves 
of adverſity grow boiſterous ; when the ſtorms 
and tempeſts of life hem us in on every fide, 


and ſhake the very foundation of our earthly 


tabernacle; (2 Cor, v. I.) when (to uſe the 


language of St. Paul) the powers of darkneſs, 


and the fiery darts of the wicked aſſail us 
with united force and ſeverity ; then the chriſ- 
tian holds up his impenetrable ſhield, impreſſed 


with the image of a crucified Saviour, and 


adorned with this heavenly motto; Let not 
thy heart be afraid, neither let it be troubled, 
(1 Pet. iii. 13, 14.) if thou believeſt in me 


with a ſteadfaſt heart, I will never leave 


thee, nor forſake thee; Heb. xiii. 5, 6. 
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Animated with ſuch an enlivening proſ-- 

pect, the ſoul becomes calm and ſedate; and. 
armed with the breaſt- plate of righteouſneſs, 
and the helmet of ſalvation, the fervant of 
Chriſt exclaims, with holy triumph; Though 
the fig- tree ſhould not bloſſom, neither fruit 
be on the vine; though the flocks ſhould be 
cut off from the fold, and the fields ſhould 


yield no meat, (Hab. iii. 17.) though the Sa- 


| beans ſhould ſlay my oxen with the edge of 
the ſword ; though the fire of God ſhould fall 
from heaven, and the winds of the wilder- 
neſs ſhould ſmite the corners of my houſe ; 
(Job i, 15, 19.) though the world ſhould be 
diſſolved, and, like the baſeleſs fabric of a 
viſion, leave not a wreck behind; ſtill I 
would remain firm and unſhaken beneath the 
wings of omnipotence; yea, I would rejoice 


in the God of my ſalvation ;* Hab. iii. 18. 


This is the faith that leads to eternal life 
and happineſs. It is this that juſtifies and 
brings peace to the ſoul. It is this which, 
when lively and vigorous in the chriſtian's 
heart, induces him to cry out; O Father of 
mercies! let me have my portion, lot, and 
In- 
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inheritance among thy ſaints, I aſk no more. 


Intereſted in the all-ſufficient merits of my 
Redeemer, I know I ſhall be ſafe in this 
world, and admitted into the regions of im- 
_ * in the next. 750 


When the faithful Gin of Chriſt 1 ar- 
3 at this bleſſed ſtate of mind, he is ena- 
bled to cry out with triumphant joy, O 
death where is thy ſting? O grave where is 
thy victory?“ And no wonder: can one 
who believes his name is in the book of life 
be afraid to die? Can one who knows that 
the Lamb of God has taken away his fins, 
' ſhudder at the approach of death ?* Can one 
who 


There is nothing which we view through a falſer 
medium than death. To render the pale meſſenger more 

terrible to our ideas, we paint him with a ſkull in one hand, 
| and a ſcythe in the other, with a ghaſtly viſage, and a 
threatening air. This frightful ſpectre is diſarmed by faith; 
and then the chriſtian views his final ſummons rather as a 
releaſe than an arreſt; rather as a meſſage of peace than of 


terror. The man that lives and dies in the Lord, (Rev. xiv. 
13.) can hardly be ſaid to die; but is rather changed and 
removed to a better ſtate. Indeed did the faithful diſciple of 
Chriſt properly compare the chequered ſcene of this world 
with the bliſs of heaven, he would grow ſo weary of the one, 

and 
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who knows he ſhall go to heaven the mo- 
ment he expires, PP to leave the world? 
Luke xxiii. 43. O no, it is not likely. 
Does the child at Aol tremble, when the fea- 
fon of receſs is come, that he may go home ta 
ſee his affectionate parents? Does the poor 
ſhipwrecked mariner ſhudder to ſee the day 

reak, and find himſelf juſt at the wiſhed-for 
haven? Or does the priſoner weep and 
grieve to have his priſon- door opened, and 
his chains knocked off, becauſe his king has 
pardoned him? You know, chriſtians, it is 
contrary to nature. Hence judge of the dy- 
ing believer. As the way-faring man rejoices 
to ſee the end of his journey ; or the labourer 
who has toiled hard all day is glad to reſt ; ſo 
likewiſe a true diſciples of Jeſus, in the proſ- 
pect of being abſent from the ane and _ 
ſent with the Lord: WO ED; 


Me- 


and fo impatient for the other, that, were not the natural 
love of life wiſely implanted in him,. © he would (faith a 
learned biſhop) regard it as a clog that cruelly impedes his 
flight; would be digging for the grave, and rejoice when 
he bad found it. = Burnet” 8 Sermon en Death. 


. orb a high ad E privilege as this may appear 


impoſſible to many; but it was lately exemplified in a 
young 


« Dr eee _: 


Methinks I hear you aſk, Whence comes 
this joy ful reſignation? Whence ſprings this 
glorious certainty? It ſprings, my beloved 
e from faith; am bleſſed faith which 


over — 


young chriſtian, who is now in heaven. — Our young 
friend, (faith the viſiting miniſter) had not the leaſt aver- 
ſion to talk of death. She knew herſelf to be in dying Cirs 
cumſtances, and had no wiſh to hear there was hope of her 
recovery. Though her expetations of a temporal kind 
were, conſiderable, ſhe freely relinquiſhed them all ; and 
became not only indifferent to all earthly things, but actually 
dead to them. She might well ſay, 


Tis finiſh'd now, the great deciding part, 2 
The toad ſubdu'd, and e has all my heart. 


When ſhe ſaw ber Hectionste Mother weeping by har 
Fs ANA endeavoured to comfort her by ſuch words as 
theſe: * Mother, weep not for me; I am quite happy; I 


have no wiſh to live: if I might have life by wiſhing for 


it, I ſhould rather chooſe to die, and go to my Redeemer ;” 
Phil. i. 23. Such an entire victory over the world, in one 
of her years, is very uncommon, and can only be the 
effect of that faith which overcometh the world, (1 John v. 
47 5+) as it is the ſubſtance of things hoped for, the evidence 
of things not ſeen. Though her weakneſs and pain in- 
creaſed from week to week, ſhe never ſeemed to be weary 
of religious exerciſes, My laſt viſit to her was on Sunday 
evening, Sept. 22, 1799, I found her extremely ill; but ſup- 
ported amidſt her agonies by a lively hope of celeſtial feli- 
city, and full of heavenly comfort. A deadly coldneſs 
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overcomes the world; that ſteady depend- 


ence on God, through the Redeemer, which 
enabled the holy apoſtles to undergo the moſt 
_ exquiſite tortures with cheerfulneſs; and for 

his fake even to lay down their lives with 
Joy . 


EC 


already began to ſeize ber emaciated hand. I told her, her 
warfare was nearly accompliſhed ; ſhe replied, with the 
ſweeteſt compoſure, I hope it is * 2 Tim. iv. 7, 8. She 
wiſhed me once more to aſſiſt her devotions, and parti- 
cularly to pray for her releaſe. I endeavoured to dd ſo in 
a few ſhort petitions, commending her ſoul to the hands of 
her Redeemer, whom having not ſeen ſhe loved; in which 
ſhe appeared to join in the moſt fervent manner. After 
having ſuggeſted a few conſolatory hints, with a view to 


confirm her faith in the laſt conflict, I took my leave, not 


expecting to ſee her again, till we ſhould meet in the world 


of ſpirits, Soon after I left her, ſhe defired to be moved; 


and feeling the ſprings of life begin to fail, ſhe ſaid to her 
attendants, * It is now over, or words to the ſame pur- 
pole. She appeared to be perfectly ſenſible, calm, and 
compoſed to the laſt; often ſaying, as long as ſhe could be 


heard to ſpeak, * Come Lord Jeſus.“ At half paſt nine ſhe | 


breathed out her bleſſed ſpirit into the boſom of him, 
whoſe arms were ready to receive her. | 


She i in a \ ſacred calm e "I breath, | 
And as her eye-lids clos'd, ſhe ſmil'd in death. 


Lovely in death the beauteous ruin lay. * o u NC. 


\ Letter to a Tas £ in London on the Death nf a F KY fe in 
the Country. 


N 
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joyful triumph; Acts vii. 55—60. xvi. 23, 
—25. By faith they waxed valiant in the 


good fight, and were more than conquerors 
through him that loved them. To them to 
live was Chriſt, and to die was gain. 


1 Havin g now.dif; played the nature, neceſlity, 


and advantage of faith, I will conclude this 


diſcourſe with the following addreſs. 


Whoever among you, my dear friends, is 
fully. conſcious of his fallen condition by na- 
ture; ſees his danger of ruin, by reaſon of 
ſin, and wiſhes for deliverance ; come with 


me, and let us ſeek the Lord. But let us 


not ſtill ſeek the living among the dead; 
Luke xxiv. 5, 6. Let us ſeek him in the 
paths of his own appointment, where alone 
he can be found; and let us ſeek him by a 
living, practical faith. With this heavenly 
guide approach the throne of grace, and the 
God of mercy will fave you. Come to the 
Lord Jeſus with the voice of humility, and 


the tears of penitence, and you ſhall find an 


almighty and everlaſting Deliverer. 


O ye diſtreſſed ſouls, whom conſcience 


and guilt torment | look up to your redeeming 


O | God; 
; | 
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God; for his love is infinite, and his mercy 
is over all his works; Pſal. cxlv. 9. O come 
to him by faith this day; and let there be 
raiſed in your hearts a ſtrong cry for his fal- 
vation: then, however ſinful you have been, 
he will not ſhut you out; (Luke vii. 48.) 
however ungrateful, he will not reject you. * 
No, my friends, if you approach him with 
an evangelical faith, he will regard you with 


an eye of n, he will Iook on you 
with 


Come then, ſinners, fly to Jefus ; however deep your 
guilt, if you repent and; believe, he is willing to receive 
you under the ſhadow of his wings. I may therefore 1 invite 
you in the language of the pious Weſley, 


Outcaſts of men, to you I call, 
Harlots, and publicans, and thieves ; 

He ſpreads his arms t'embrace you all; 

Sinners alone his grace receives. 


Come all ye Magdalens in luſt; 
Ve ruffians fell, in murders old, 
Repent and live; believe and truſt ! 
Jeſus for you to death was fold. 


Come, O my guilty brethren come, 
Groaning beneath your load of fin! 
His bleeding heart ſhall make you room, 
His pierced fide ſhall take you in. 


He calls you all, invites you home; 
Come, O my guilty brethren come!“ 


) 
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with a ſmile of love 7p (Matt. 1 XX. 30, 3 4. 5 


Mark i. 40, 41.) he will waſh you with his 
blood, and preſent you pure and ſpotleſs be- 
fore the throne of glory; he will plead your 


cauſe at the grand tribunal, and place you at 


his own right hand, in his Father's kingdom. 
Such is the inconceivable reward of faith; 
and in no other way can heaven be obtained. 
If your hopes are not founded upon Chriſt, 
they are built upon a quickſand. If you are 
not his diſciples, you muſt unavoidably ſink 
for ever: there is nothing elſe that can ſup- 
port you; Iſa. xxviii. 16, 17. 1 Cor. iii. 11, 
If you raiſe: your hopes ever ſo high on any 


other foundation, the fabric will fall, and 


bury you in its ruins ; Matt, vii. 26, 27. 
God forbid that this only foundation of hope 


and happineſs ſhould be to you a ſtone of 


ſtumbling, and a rock of offence; (1 Cor, 1. 
22, 23.) an occaſion of more aggravated guilt, 
and more dreadful damnation.* But if you 

_pot- 


* This is a very important point. If. the truths of our 
holy religion be floating, and inactive in your minds, with- 


out affecting your conſ{ciences, and engaging your hearts; 
this article of faith, that Chriſt is come into the world to 
fave ſinners, is ſo far from being matter of triumph to you, 

that 
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poſſeſs a goſpel-faith, and preſerve an n intereſt 


in your Saviour's merits, your happineſs will 
be ſure and laſting. Though ſtorms of private 


or public calamity beat upon you; though 


your fears riſe to ever ſo high a degree ; ſtill 
the foundation on which you ſtand is firm and 
unſhaken. Nay, ſhould all nature go to wreck, 
and land and ſeas, and heaven and earth, 
be blended together; ſtill this foundation 
ſtands firm, and the living temple built upon 
it will remain immoveable for ever. O what 
a bleſſed foundation is that which God has 
jaid in Zion] and on this Rock of juſtification 


what a glorious fabric erects its head! Jeſus 


is this ſure rock ; Chriſt is this precious corner- 
ſtone; Eph. ii. 20—22. Let us then join 
with one heart and voice in celebrating the 


praiſes and privileges of this foundation. 


Surely 


that it will one day be the very ſting and aggravation of 
your guilt, Better had it been for you, that he had never 
appeared in the world, and made known to you the will of 
his heavenly Father, than that you ſhould neglect ſo great 
ſalvation; Heb. ii. 3. He will only be a Saviour to thoſe 
who obey him as their heavenly King; and, as the effect of 
faith in his name, live in fincere obedience to his divine 


laws; Matt, xix. 16, 17 John xiv. 15. 


— 
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Surely this precious ſtone appears to 
you with diſtinguiſhed ſplendour ; ſurely its 
brilliancy dazzles your admiring eyes. Yet, 
dazzling and glorious as it now appears to be, 
we only ſee it as through a glaſs darkly; 
x Cor. xili. 12. But when we ſhall, through 
the riches of divine mercy, be placed upon the 
bleſſed heights of the heavenly Zion, it will 
appear to our full enraptured view, and be 
the object of our delightful contemplation for 
ever and ever. Amen, 
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THE NATURE AND NECESSITY 
or A 


NEW BIRTH, 


John iii. 3. 
Verily, verily, J say unto thee, except a man be 
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 


It appears from the ſhort account we 


have of Nicodemus, that he was a man in- 
quiſitive after truth, and deſirous of informa- 
tion. The miracles which Chriſt had wrought 
with a divine hand, and the words he had 
ſpoken with celeſtial wiſdom, had produced 
in the mind of this Jewiſh ruler the fulleſt 


conviction that Chriſt was a prophet ſent from 


heaven; Deut. xviii. 15, Nicodemus there- 


fore addreſſed our bleſſed Saviour in theſe 
words: Rabbi! we know that thou art a 
: Po teacher 
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teacher come from God; for no man can do 
the works that thou doeſt, except God be with 
him.” John iii. 2. * Satisfied of this im- 
portant truth, he anxiouſly expects from Je- 
ſus ſublime and conſolatory inſtructions; + and 
being himſelf a Maſter of Iſrael, diſtinguiſhed 
for his abilities and learning, I flatters himſelf 
that the doctrines of Chriſt will be eaſy to 
his comprehenſion and gratifying to his feel- 
ings; || but how great his aſtoniſhment and 
confuſion } when our Saviour emphatically de- 
clares the neceſſity of a new birth; Verily, 


verily, 


| It is aſtoniſhing, indeed; that the Jews, who were 
1 witneſſes of the miracles which Chriſt wrought with a God- 
4 _ like hand, could diſbelieve his divine miſſion, Nicode- 
j | mus was a happy exception. 5 


+ The doctrines of our Redeemer are replete with ſub- 
limity, and rich with conſolation to the humble believers ; 
but not to the haughty and ſtubborn advocates for ſelf- 
righteouſneſs; for the divine word plainly evinces, that 
ſuch men are on the high road to the gates of miſery. 
1 + Poole, the commentator, ſuppoſes, that Nicodemus 
was a doctor of the Sanhedrim, the moſt learned aſſembly 
of the Jews. 11 | 
[| The grand doctrines of chriſtianity are far from being 


grateful to the feelings of a natural man. For a man, before 


he can be a true chriſtian, muſt be convinced, that the very 
actions, 


78 — R ds; * 
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8 


verily 1 ſay unto. thee, except a man be born 
again, he cannot ſee the kingdom of God.“ 


Thunderſtruck with theſe words, and ſhocked 
beyond meaſure, that he was ſtill ignorant of 
the only and indiſpenſable method of ſalva- 
tion, Nicodemus in aſtoniſhment replies, 
„How can a man be born when he is old ? 
Can he enter a ſecond time into his mother's 
womb, and be born?” Our Saviour, with a 

1 mild- 


actions, which he flattered himſelf would ſecure his ever 
laſting ſafety, were abſolutely working his eternal ruin; 
(Rom. viii. 7, 8.) and that he cannot be made free from the 
law of fin and death, otherwiſe than through the law of 
the Spirit of life, which is in Chriſt Jeſus; ver. 2—4. 
This to an unregenerate, ſelf-righteous man, is ſo unwel- 
come, ſo humiliating a thought, and would occaſion ſuch a 
ſevere ſtruggle, that pride intrudes its baneful influence, 
and kindles his reſentment againſt the truth. 


* It is very ſurpriſing, that any man, who thinks of, and 
wiſhes for a bleſſed immortality, can reſt eaſy and contented 
in his mind, without a ſatisfaQtory evidence that he is crea- 
ted anew in Chriſt Jeſus unto good works; (Eph, ii. 10.) 
which can only be wrought through him, and which are 
indiſpenſably neceſſary unto ſalvation ; Jam. ii. St, James 
and St. Paul, (as I have elſewhere ſhewn) in treating of 
faith and good works, do in no wile contradict each other : 
for faith and good works are inſeparable, and both abſo- 


lutely neceſſary unto ſalvation, Indeed faith is not truly - 


evangelical, if it produce not good works; Jam. ii. 17. 
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mildneſs peculiar to himſelf, intimates to him, 
that if he could enter a ſecond time into his mo- 
| ther's womb, and be born again, he would be 
nothing profited ; for ſtill he would be fleſh, and 
his views would be carnal. He muſt, before 
he can gain admittance into heaven, be born of 
water and the Holy Ghoſt; John iii. 5. He 
muſt have a fpiritual birth, and muſt become 
a child of God; Rom. viii. 14—r7. Still 
Nicodemus is at a loſs to know what Chriſt 
| ſhould mean. At laſt, frankly confeſling 
that he was unable to comprehend this divine 
myſtery, and acknowledging his ignorance of 
theſe matters, he earneſtly inquires, ** How 
can theſe things be? John iii. . 


Many of you, my beloved friends, I am 
afraid, are equally ignorant of this ſaving doc- 
trine of regeneration, or a new birth: many 
of you, I fear, are in a great meaſure, if not 
wholly, unacquainted with the true meaning 
and vaſt importance of my text. It ſhall be 
my humble endeavour, then | to elucidate, and 
explain it in its full and genuine ſignification. 


Rightly to underſtand the nature of re- 


generation, or a ſecond birth, it will be highly 
_uſe- 
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uſeful, and indeed neceſſary to conſider, what 
we are by our firſt birth * We are, my 
friends, by nature, or by our firſt birth, cor- 
rupt and depraved creatures. We are born in 


| fin; (Pal. li. 5.) and the beſt of our actions 


are tinctured with impurity. We are, by na- 
ture, in rebellion againſt that univerſal Bene- 
factor, from whom we derive not only every 
bleſſing of life, but even life itſelf. The god 
of this world hath blinded our eyes, hath 
gilded with ſpecious names, crimes of the 
F 85 blackeſt 


* Here let me earneſtly recommend to your ſerious at- 
tention, Mr. WII BERATORACE's moſt excellent chapter 
upon the corruption of human nature. Vid. Practical 
View of profeſſed Chriſtians, contraſted with real Chriſtianity. 
Ch. ii, pa. 24—61. | £570 f 


+ Of all the various ſpecies of fin which blacken the hu- 


man heart, none ſeems ſo common and flagitious, as our 


ſhameful ingratitude to God. When we receive a favour. 


from an earthly benefactor, who is but a worm like our- 
ſelves, (Job xxv. 6.) we are anxtous to diſplay our grati- 
tude, and return the obligation: but the bleflings which 
we daily and hourly receive at the bountiful hand of Al- 
mighty God, we too frequently pervert, and employ in a 
manner highly inſulting to the merciful Author of them. 
Let us carefully avoid ſuch conduct; and, in every action 
of our lives, ſtudy to promote the divine glory, 
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blackeſt die,* and lured us into the tumul- 
tuous paths of ſin and folly. Entangled in 
the wily ſnares of this imperious tyrant, our 
ſteps take hold on hell, going down to the 
chambers of death. F Enſlaved by his cor- 
rupting influence, fin domineers over our in- 
fatuated ſouls, and prevents us from doing 
any thing acceptable to God, or well-pleaſ- 
ing in his ſight. Thus we ſee, my brethren, 
that we are by nature, or by our firſt birth, 
degenerate and polluted. It is the teſtimony 
of the divine word, that in Adam all 


died; (1 Cor. xv. 22. Rom. v. 12.) and 
that 


* Hence it is that ſo many of us call covetouſneſs, a 
proper regard for our families; our ſlavery to mammon, 
honeſt induſtry ; our love of the world, prudence; and 
our greedineſs for gain, the trueſt wiſdom, Theſe miſrepre- 
ſentations are deluſively fatal, and raſhly impious; for re- 
member, that the friendſhip of the world is enmity with 
God; Jam. iv. 4. | 


+ When we yield to the uence of Satan, and become 
his deluded votaries, we are like a benighted traveller, 
who, ignorant where to fly for light and ſafety, is enveloped 
in the miſt of deſpair, and wanders hopeleſs and forlorn, till 
at laſt he ruſhes headlong into the pit of deſtruction. 


t You will recolle&, that our firſt parents, Adam and 


Eve, were originally made after the image of God, in a 
holy 


OF A NEW BIRTH. 119 


that all are tranſgreſſors from the womb ; 
Iſa. xlviii. 8. The thoughts of man's heart 
are evil from his youth ; Gen. vi. 5. Hence 
the pious Plalmiſt thus acknowledges his 
original depravity ; I was ſhapen in ini- 
quity, and in fin did my mother conceive 
me; Pal. li. 5. Theſe are a few of the 
many ſcriptures - which inconteſtibly prove 


the univerſal degeneracy and corruption of 


our nature; theſe a few of the numerous 
paſſages, which clearly and fully demon- 
ſtrate, that, as apoſtate creatures, whether we 
know it or not, we are wretched, and mi- 
ſerable, and poor, and blind, and naked; 
(Rev. 1ii. 17.) and have no inclination or 
power of ourſelves to eſcape the tyranny of 
fin, or to flee from the wrath to come. 
Hence it is evident, that without ſome great 
alteration, we cannot enjoy the favour of 
God. It is evident, as the ſun at noon-day, 


that except our ſtubborn and corrupt hearts be 
ſoftened 


holy and happy eſtate ; but by their diſobedience they broke 
covenant with God, and thereby brought themſelves and 


all their poſterity into a ſtate of ſin and miſery ; Gen. iii. 
16—19. | 


FF 
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ſoftened, changed, and renewed, we cannot 
ſee the kingdom of heaven. 


This great change, our bleſſed Saviour in- 
forms us, is regeneration, or a new birth. 
Lend me therefore your attention, my be- 
loved friends, while I explain to you, what 
it is to be regenerated, or born again. * 


Regeneration, the Son of God informs us, 

is an entire change and renewal of nature; 
John iii. 5, 6. And St. Paul calls it a 7rans- 
formation, by a renewing of the mind, (Rom. 

| xii. 2.) and a new creation in Chriſt Jeſus ; 
Eph. ii. 10. Now, wherever this ſpiritual 
birth is mentioned in the ſacred oracles of 
| | God, 


When a doctrine, on which depends man's admiſſion 
into heaven, is the preacher's ſubje&, ſurely it is great 
preſumption and folly in thoſe that hear him, to be heed- 
leſs and inattentive. A miniſter of Chriſt is an ambaſſador 
of God; therefore a contempt paid to him, in the diſ- 
charge of his office, is an inſult offered to Him who ſent 
him. If men would duly conſider this, we ſhould not ſee 
fo many regard the word of God as if it were no more than 
the prattling of a child, or the babbling of a fool; we 
ſhould not ſee ſo many fit careleſs and ſtupid, while the 4 

| . bleſſed goſpel is preached, as if it were fome trifling and in- 
_ a ſipid ſtory. Dare not, my friends, to follow ſuch ſhock- ” 
| ing examples ; for whatever theſe men may think of them- 

i | ſelves, they are in the high road to deſtruction. 
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God, it is directly oppoſed to our natural or 
carnal birth; John iii. 6. Ezek. xxxvii. 12, 


13,.14. 2 Cor. x. 2—4. Human nature be- 


ing fallen and corrupt, can produce nothing 
but what is like itſelf; for who can bring a 
clean thing out of an unclean? Job xiv. 4. 
Our paſſions and affections all partake of the 
impurity of their origin; the fountain being 
marred at its head, the ſtreams muſt flow 
polluted. Whereas the divine Spirit, de- 
ſcending upon us immediately from the eter- 


nal ſpring of purity, love, and holineſs, 


weakens the power of indwelling fin; creates 
in us new deſires and affections, conſiſtent 
with the auguſt dignity of our immortal na- 
ture; and brings into our ſouls the very image 
of our heavenly Father: ſo that being con- 
formed unto his glorious likeneſs, we are en- 
titled to the illuſtrious privilege of being 
owned as his adopted ſons. * 


* This 


* God is the ſole Author of regeneration : for man is ſo 
corrupt and weak, that he is neither at all inclined nor 
able to produce it ; therefore ſaith St. James, Every good, 
and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down 
from the Father of lights, who of his own will hath be- 


| gotten us with the word of truth; Jam. i, 17, 18. But this 
= | heavenly 
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This heavenly change, made at the time 
of our adoption and waſhing in the blood and 
water, which Chriſt ſhed upon the croſs, is 
a real and happy one. For then all thoſe 
fears, jealouſies, and conflicts, which ge- 
nerally, if not always precede it, are happily 
terminated. Being conſtituted the children 
of the Moſt High, we are no more ſtrangers 
and foreigners, but fellow- citizens with the 
ſaints, and of the houſehold of God; (Eph. 
11. 19.) and are henceforth numbered with the 
general aſſembly and church of the firſt-born, 
who are written in heaven; Heb. xii. 23. 
We are counted among the jewels of Jeho- 
vah; we are called his people, and ſhall be 
acknowledged before the Father, and his 
holy angels, as the ſons and — of 


the Lord Almighty. 


Having ſhewn you, that regeneration is an 
entire change and renewal of nature, it will 
be highly uſeful to take a view of its effects, 


by which indeed it is beſt known. N 


heavenly gift muſt be obtained through our High- prieſt 
and Interceſſor; for God ſent forth his Son, made under the 
law, to redeem us, that we might receive the adoption of 
ſons; Gal. iv. 4, 5. | 
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A new birth, my chriſtian friends, is the 
change of a thoughtleſs, ignorant, hard- 
hearted, rebellious ſinner, into a ſerious, in- 
telligent, tender-hearted, dutiful ſervant of 
God. The ſinner, that had once no-ſincere 
regard for the great God, is now made to re- 
vere and love him, as the greateſt and beſt of 
beings; to rejoice in him as his ſupreme hap- 
pineſs; and cheerfully to ſubmit to him as 
his Sovereign. The heart that had once no 
affecting views of a future ſtate, now feels 
the energy of that doctrine, and looks upon 
heaven and hell as the moſt important reali- 
ties. The thoughts that were once ſcattered 
among a thouſand vain objects, are now col- 
lected, and fixed upon the great concerns of 


religion.“ Now the whole ſoul is. devoted 
to 


* How comfortable is the ſublime doctrine of regenera- 
tion to thoſe who have experienced it! By this divine 
change their thoughts are taken off from the fading vanities 
of the world, and their affections ſet upon things above 
(Col. iii. 1—4.) they are reſcued from the dominion of the 
evil one, and are enabled, with the holy Pſalmiſt, to ſet 
always before their eyes that almighty and gracious Being, 
in whoſe preſence is fulneſs of joy, and at whoſe right hand 
flow pleaſures for evermore. Therefore their heart is glad, 


and their glory rejoiceth ; Pſal. xvi. 9, 11, 


© 
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to che Lord Jeſus. Formerly it ſeemed ſuffi- 
| cient to wear his name, * to profeſs his reli- 


gion, and formally to attend upon the inſtitu- 


tions of his worſhip; but now things appear 
in a far different view; now the holy Jeſus 
appears in a moſt intereſting and important 


light. T Now the ſinner is deeply ſenſible, 
that he is indeed the only Saviour ; he moſt 
eagerly embraces him under this endearing 


character, and entruſts, with pious confidence, 


his 


The name CHRIST IAx is a very high and diſtinguiſhed 
title; and his privileges truly glorious, if he avails himſelf 
of them, and diligently ſeeks ſalvation through a crucified 
Redeemer : but if he rejects this divine call, and is luke- 
warm in the ſervice of his heavenly Maſter, (Rev. iii. 16.) 
the greater will be his damnation; for where much is given, 
much will be required; Luke xii. 48. 


＋ It is very edifying to hold a ſerious converſation with 
a perſon, who was once very profligate, but has, by the 
grace of God, been called to repentance, and converted. 
From ſuch converts we always find, that, before their re- 
pentance, their fins became ſo heavy, that they were inſup- 
portable: thus weighed down with the load of iniquity, 
they cried unto the Lord, and he heard them; (Deut. xxvi. 
6, J.) they went unto Chriſt, and he gave them reſt; 
Matt. xi. 28. After this refreſhing cordial of divine grace, 
their wild luſts and guilty paſſions become as hateful to 


; them, as they had aforetime been alluring; and the ſervice 


of Jeſus as delightful, as it had been irkſome, 


f OF A NEW BIRTH, +» 125 


his eternal all in his ſacred hands, Now alſo 
the ſinner has very different views of him- 
ſelf. Inſtead of eſteeming himſelf for his 
virtues, and depending upon his own merits 
for acceptance with God, he feels himſelf to 
be, as he really is, a guilty, vile, depraved 
creature, deſtitute. of all goodneſs, except 
what proceeds from divine grace.* Inſtead of 
regarding fin as a trifling evil, he is now con- 
vinced, that it can only be forgiven by the in- 
finite mercy of God, ſ and through the atoning 

me- 


* A man cannot lay hold of Jeſus Chriſt, (like ſinking 
Peter, Matt. xiv. 29, g0.) as the Saviour of periſhing ſin- 
ners, till he proſtrates himſelf at his feet, ſelf. convicted, and 
ſelf-condemned ; Luke xv. 17-24. 


+ I have heard a great many deceive themſelves with the 
following idle and abſurd way of reaſoning. I know that 
what I have done is wrong, but it is only a trifling offence, 
and God will forgive it: I have as much religion as moſt, 
and therefore I have no apprehenſion of the divine diſplea- 
ſure. If this humble volume ſhould find ſuch a reader, let 
it tell him that the mercy of God is infinite; but it will not 
extend to preſumptuous and incorrigible ſinners; for, ſaith 
the wiſeſt man, he that being often reproved, hardeneth his 
neck, ſhall ſuddenly be deſtroyed, and that without re- 
medy ;*” Prov. xxix. 1. This the enlightened chriſtian 
knows and feels. Inſtead of priding himſelf upon his mo- 
ral excellency, and boaſting of good works, ſtanding afar 
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mediation of Jeſus Chriſt : inſtead of regard... 


ing religion as a trifling good, he eſteems 
it the ſublimeſt act of wiſdom, the only 


guide to happineſs here, and the _—_ key 


to felicity hereafter. 


What a glorious change is here wrought in 
the ſouls of men! May not this death unto 


| fin, and this life unto righteouſneſs, be juſtly 


called a new birth? ſince by regeneration the 
ruins of man's nature are reſtored, and every 
divine grace and virtue are implanted in his 
purified heart: his ſoul is moved with gene- 
rous ſenſations, and his mind expanded by 
ſublime ideas: in ſhort, his temper and be- 
haviour towards God and man are ſo entirely 
changed, that the mean, depraved, earth-born 
creature is made an infant-angel, endued with 
the temper of heaven, and prepared alike for 
the enjoyments and employments of that ſa⸗ 


_ cred region, 


O, my dear friends, what an enlivening 
proſpect have I 3 to your admiring 
eyes! 


off, he ſmites upon his breaſt, crying, with the publican in 
the goſpel, God be merciful to me a ſinner. Thus con- 
vinced of his natural depravity, and abaſed before the throne 


of grace, he is juſtified and accepted of God. 


* 
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eyes] what cheering conſolation to your faith- 
ful hearts! Enlivening and cheering indeed! 


for they are within the reach of you all. Ves, 
you may all become infant- angels; you may 


all be endued with the temper of heaven, and 


prepared for the enjoyment of eternal bliſs. 


If then, chriſtians, you poſſeſs any zeal, 


here let it be employed: if you have any fire, 


here let it burn. Fly to Jeſus with an honeſt 
faith, and there you will find unſullied hap- 
pineſs.* His blood is the healing balm: 
his love is the reviving cordial: it is his Spirit 
that purges our corrupt nature, and ſubdues 
the principles of fin and death. And is it 


ſo indeed? Then from this moment begin to 


_ rejoice and bleſs the Lord, who raiſed you 

to ſpiritual life.F O! let the hearts he has 

quick- 

* It is ſelf-evident, that all men wiſh for happineſs; is 

it not then ſtrange, that ſo few ſeek it where alone it may 

be found, in Chriſt Jeſus, the Redeemer of mankind ? 
1 Cor. iii. 21—2g. 


+ Believe me, my dear friends, when I humbly hope 


that ſome of you have, in the courſe of my unworthy 


miniſtry, been, through the grace of God, raiſed to a ſpiri- 


tual life in Chriſt Jeſus; it fills my heart with joy and gra- 
| titude, 


4 
* N — N , 7 
* Te AN £21 ene SYS Ls OE n Na "ery RS Ge Se ona 7 2 F — — 


f * 
— us © 2 e 72 
n W * T 
#45 — 2 n * 8 
n 1 1 SY C 1 4 x 


YT 


1 
7 
5 
5 
f; 
$1 

4 } 
FJ 
© 
1 
70 
of 

. * 


Th on — — OO 25 2 — * 


Irons 


* 


— dd. o.com 


— g- ON VN «4 „/ — x — r Dre a 


— — ᷓ ʒ—6VU— — — —ͤ— — —CœWůàaã — 
5 
D * 


- — DSI Ay cw 


128 THE NATURE AND NECESSITY 


quickened beat with his love! Let the lips 


he has opened ſpeak his praiſe, and devote 
that life to him which he has given you. 


How happy are you in this ſpiritual life; 


a life that cannot periſh, even in the ruins 
of the world. What! though you muſt ere 


long yield your mortal bodies to death and 


corruption, your moſt important part is im- 
mortal and bleſſed. Be courageous then in 
the name of the Lord, and bid defiance to 
the calamities of life, and the terrors of 


| death ; for your life is hid with Chriſt in 


God, and when Chriſt, who is your life, 
ſhall appear, then ſhall you alſo appear with 


him in glory ; Col. iii 3; 4. 


Leſt any of you ſhould deſpiſe this glo- 
rious liberty of becoming children of God, 
and be tempted to ſtop ſhort of the prize of 
our high calling; (Phil. iii. 14.) I muſt yet 
ſound in your ears one more important truth, 
and that is this; a new birth is not only ne- 
2 | | ceſſary 
titude. And well indeed it may; for I am perſuaded, that 
if I am enabled, through the bleſling of the Holy Spirit, to 
call one finner to repentance, he will appear to my advan- 


tage at the final retribution. 


F RY 
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beſſary to make us joint-heits of the glory 10 
come with Chriſt; (Rom. viii. 15.) but none 
can be ſaved without it: none can go to hea. 
ven, none can ſee the kingdom of God, or 
enter into it, who has not amen _ 
A 111 495 | 


NE PW oo 3 1 dien is 1 un- 


thy our notice. To make it doubly weighty 


and important, the Son of God delivers this 
truth with a more than common ſolemnity, 
and with an emphaſis peculiar to himſelf: 
« Verily, verily, I ſay unto thee, Except a 
man be born again, he cannot ſee the king- 
dom of God.” He ſays it who cannot lie. 
The word i is gone out of His mouth who can- 
not repent; and is confirmed with an ever- 
6 Amen; Numb. xxiii. 19. Marvel 


t, therefore, my chriſtian friends, when I 


67 unto you, Ve muſt be born again: ye 


muſt become new creatures, if you expect to 
enter into the . of heaven. 


Conſult your own reaſon and experience, 
and Ay will tell you; conſult your Bible, 
| R and 
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and that will ſnew you, “ that, as heaven 


is the region of perfect holineſs, and earth 
the region of dire ſin, you muſt be dead to 
this world, and muſt become new creatures: 
in other. words, you muſt be born again, be- 


fore you can enter into the habitation of God. 


Hence then it is undeniably true, that as 


many in this aſſembly as are regenerate, ſo 
many are in a ſtate of favour with God, and 
prepared for the joys of heaven: and, on the 


other hand, as many as are unregenerate, and 


have not been quickened by the Holy Spirit; 
ſo many lie dead in ſin, and are liable to the 


wrath of God, and the miſeries of hell. 


Thus you — that upon this hinge turns 
an eternity of bliſs or wretchedneſs. If we 


are dead unto ſin, and born again unto right- 
eouſneſs, 


No man, under the chriſtian diſpenſation, can alledge, 
that he tranſgreſſeth, becauſe he has no opportunity of be- 
ing inſtrufted in his duty: for ſhould reaſon fail to 
inform him, he may read his Bible; but if he cannot 
read, let him hear a endeten er 


1 ke . cealk to be heaven, it VINE were 14 
mitted; and 1 have proved that all unregenerate perſons 
muſt be ſinners; conſequently they muſt be wholly changed, 
before they can partake of unſullied bliſs, 
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ſlaves of corruption, everlaſting tortures will be 
our doom. O, my dear friends, this is a moſt 
awful, and lamentable ſituation. Why then 
will ye longer repoſe in the deadly ſlumber of 
ſin? Is the happineſs of heaven the only 
thing you do not deſire? Is the agony of the 
doleful regions the only thing you do not dread? 
If ſo, I can ſay no more. If you will ruſh 
blindfold into the pit of deſtruction, you are 
| inevitably loſt; and the world can do nothing 
to fave you. But if you wiſh to avoid mi- 
ſery, and to enjoy felicity, ſurely it is worth 
while ſeriouſly to aſk yourſelves, Whether 


you have experienced the bleſſed change of 


the new birth. * 


- Pauſe, and think ſeriouſly. Review your 
paſt lives; examine your own hearts, and 
then impartially inquire, Have I been 


born 


* It may appear to you a bold opinion, and almoſt in- 


credible; but I venture to aſſert, that there are, at this mo- 


ment, a great many perſons, who have never in their 
lives aſked themſelves, whether they are likely to be ſaved 
or not. What a ſhocking condition! Let it, O! let it be 


a — Warning to every reader. 


eouſneſs, endleſs joys await us; (1 Pet. ii. 
24, 25.) but if we remain the unregenerate 


- * 
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born again? „ Think not, my friends, that 


this new birth is of carnal origin; but know, 


the Holy Spirit, through faith in Chriſt, the 
Author of ſalvation; Think not it is a tri- 


fling operation; but know, it is ſuch a change 


of the whole will and inclinations of man, as 


could only be effected by the immediate in- 
* of the N Ghoſt. 


eee * this 5 Oh the rege- 


| nerate diſciples of Chriſt! are happily con- 
vinced, that they belong no more to the 
world, but are born unto God, and the Lamb. 
Already has the Lord Jeſus begun to create 


* I will here beg leave to make a remark, which I ear- 
neſtly entreat you not to forget.. If every night, when you 
3 to reſt, you would aſk yourſelves the following queſ- 

: How have I ſpent the day? Have I ſerved my God 


with humility and truth? Has my ſoul drawn nearer to 
heaven? Such pious reflections would have a moſt bleſſed 
effeRt, and promote both your preſent and eternal happineſs. 


Is not this, I would aſk you, a wiſer plan, than to reflect 
how many good bargains you have made? How much mo- 
ney you have acquired? (Luke xii. 16—21.) and how 
many carnal gratifications you have enjoyed? Methinks I 
hear you fay, it is; then, my friends, forſake n, and 
purlue wiſdom. | 
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e anew. The old 3 and 
che former dead ſpirit are taken away: and 
even the hody itſelf is waſhed with the 
water of regeneration, and purified with the 
blood of the Lamb. In a word, that which 
was once the ſink of ſin, and a den of thieves, 
is now made the houſe of God, and the tem- 


ple of the Holy Ghoſt. 


Thus it is manifeſt, that this divine opera- 
tion of the Holy Spirit is not a mere out ward 
reformation of the morals, but an inward re- 
newal of the heart.“ It doth not barely 
conſiſt in lopping off a few branches of the 

evil tree; (Iſa. x. 33, 34.) but at once lays 
the ax to the very root of it, (Matt. iii. 10.) 
and will eventually eradicate the remaining 
fibres of corruption. Thus, in the language of 
inſpiration, the old Adam 1s expelled with 
ſhame, the door of our hearts is thrown. open, 


and 


* By regeneration, the haughty becomes humble; the 
paſſionate becomes meek ; the drunkard becomes tempe- 
rate; the libertine becomes chaſte; and the ſwearer and 
profaner of God's holy name never mentions the Deity, 
but with the profoundeſt wenne nor ever thinks of him 
but with hallowed love. 
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and Chriſt, the everlaſting Prince of peace, 
cometh, hail bleſſed Viſitant | He cometh, 


to' eſtabliſh the whole pt of God in 


our n * 45 
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tt OB 


A FAITHFUL CHRISTIAN, 


I have fought a good Fight; I have finished 
my Course; I have kept the Faith ; henceforth 
there is laid up for me a Crown of Righteous- 
ness, which the Lord the righteous g udge 
Shall give me. 


— —ů— 


To every period of man's exiſtence 
the chriſtian religion adapts its comforts; but 
its ſalutary influence is peculiarly viſible at 
the cloſe of life: for then it ſoothes the 
troubled breaſt, and drowns each anxious care; 
it blunts the edge of affliction, ſmoothes the 
bed of ſickneſs, and tranquillizes the hour of 
diſſolution. 


8 | This 
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This important truth I am deſirous to con- 
firm ; and for this purpoſe ſhall attempt to 


diſplay, in a proper light, the bright example 


of St. Paul, which we cannot but admire in 
the paſſage before us. I have,” ſaith the 
apoſle of | the/Gemiles; | „ fought! a good 
fight; I have finiſhed my courſe; I have 
kept the faith ; henceforth there is laid up for 


me a crown of righteouſneſs, which the Lord 


the righteous Judge ſhall give me.“ 
In diſcuſſing theſe intereſting words, my 


aim will be, to ſhew you the comfort our 


'” apoſtle derived ; 
1. From his review of the paſt. 


II. From his proſpect of the future. 


Firſt, then, from his review of the paſt. 


Many, it is to be lamented, think they have 


little to do but to purſue their own pleaſures : 


they ſeem to imagine, that they were ſent 


into the world to make the moſt of what it 
can afford: and, therefore, as they have 
but a very ſhort time to ſtay in it, it is 
wiſdom to loſe no opportunity of obtaining 

| its 
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its advantages, and enjoying its gratifiea- 


tions.“ Their language is like that of the 
ancient Epicureans; Let us eat and drink, 
fot to-morrow we die.“ 1 Cor. xv. 32. Thus 


their eyes are blinded, that they carmot ſee; 


their hearts are hardened, that they cannot un- 
derſtand; John xii. 40. They thoughtleſsly 
ſquander away the few precious years that 


were given them to prepare for eternity, with- 
out once conſidering by whom they were diſ- 


penſed, or once reflecting for what purpoſe 


they were beſtowed. They greedily feek 
thoſe uncertain tiches, which are rheirs to-day, 


and another man's to-morrow ; without one 


earneſt wiſh to obtain that heavenly treafure, 
which will never fail; Luke xii. 33. They 


* This mode of reaſoning is very common, and none 
more dangerous; for it lays men peculiarly open to the 
machinations of the ſubtle deceiver, who is ever ready to 
ſuit his temptations to their complexional vices, and to lull 
their deluded conſc iences into falſe and fatal ſecurity. Thus, 
you will recollect, the devil, knowing that David was am- 
bitious, tempted him to number the people; which pro- 
voked the anger of God, and brought the king into the 
moſt dreadful dilemma; 2 Sam. xxiv. 1—14. And, again, 
Satan knowing that Judas was avaricious, tempted him 


with thirty pieces of filver to betray his Lord, to his own. - 


eternal ruin; Matt, xxvi. 15. & xxvii. 5s 
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are content to continue ſlaves to their lawleſs 
appetites, and guilty paſſions, without ever 
ſeeking true peace of conſcience, and the con- 
ſolations of religion. In a word, ſuch fooliſh 
and inconſiderate perſons not only forfeit, in 
this world, the eſteem of the wiſe, and the 
approbation of the good; but when they leave 
this fleeting ſcene, they appear, alas! before 
their Maker, with their fins upon eq heads, 
Ne e of, and enen * 


O chriſtians, FOR is a endo Ange 


but, ſhocking as it is, I am afraid it is a very 
wide-ſpreading evil. Every day's obſerva- 
tion is ſufficient to afford us the painful con- 
viction, that in this way a great many live, 

in this r a great many die. + But St. Paul 
well 


The great cauſe of impiety and irreligion, I am per- 
ſuaded, is a want of thought. For'if men would, (were 
it but once every day) ſeriouſly compare time to eternity, 
darkneſs to light, hell to heaven, common. ſenſe would 
ſuggeſt the propriety of renouncing their worldly wiſdom, 
and of ſeeking that bleſſed knowledge which leadeth tp 
eternal life; John v. 29. 


7 Thoſe miniſters, who diſcharge their duty by cloſe and 
ſerious converſation with their pariſhioners, in the gloomy 
| hour 
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well knew the folly of ſuch conduct, and 
carefully avoided even the appearance of evil; 
1 Theſ. v. 14, 23. He had very different 
ideas of the world, and viewed its enjoyments 
in a juſter light; Acts xx. 24. He knew 
that he had many important duties to fulfil 
in the bleſſed miniſtry of his dear Lord and 
Saviour; 2 Cor. iv. 1, 2. He was perſuaded 
that his life, as a chriſtian, ought to be one 
continued warfare againſt ſin; (2 Cor. x. 4. 5.) 
that he ſhould oppoſe, as much as poſſible, 
the evil propenſities of his nature, correct the 
errors of his heart, check every riſing luſt, 
and cheriſh every good impreſſion. He was 
convinced, that his commiſſion, as an am- 
baſſador of Chriſt, was to publiſh and main- 
tain the doctrines of the goſpel, and to enforce 
its duties; therefore it was his aim not only 
to commend it by his words, but to recome 
mend it by his works, In ſhort, he judged, 

and 


hour of viſitation, often witneſs the truth of this. In the 
courſe of my miniſtry, too many have I ſeen in this melan- 
choly condition; and Oh! how have they wiſhed, that 
they had ſooner ſeen the neceſſity of preparation, and had 
made a better uſe of that precious time which will never 
return. Such an affecting ſcene abgunds with inſtruction. 
Ecel. vii. 24, | 


=: 
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and he judged well, that he was ſent into the 


world to ferve his Saviour, and to pleaſe his 
God.* Such were his ſentiments, and you 
will find, from the tenour of his life, that he 
acted conformably to them. He did not, like 
many others, profeſs to believe, and neglect 
to perform; Matt. vii. 21.+ He did not ſay 
one thing; and do another ; 2 Cor. i. 12. He 


did not praiſe the ſervice of God, and practiſe 
the ways of Satan. No; he was fincere in 


his words, and faithful in his works ; he was 


ardent in his zeal, and fervent in his devo- 


tions. He believed in Jeſus with all his 


heart, and with all his ſoul; and the fruit of 


his faith $ was the ſealing of the Holy Spirit 


© Let Hef adele of St. Paul be ours. Let us fol- 


low his a and imitate his example. 


aaa een worth our notice, that St. 


Paul, who, of al} the holy apoſtles, inſiſted upon faith the moſt 


Frequently, and in the ſtrongeſt terms, ſeems to have out- 


vied them all in zeal and good works; 2 Cor. xi. 23—28. 
From this I am bold to deduce this important concluſion, 
that the chriſtian, who poſſeſſes the moſt lively faith in 
Chriſt, is ever enabled, through him, to manifeſt the moſt 
exemplary virtues; Phil. 1. 11, 

7 This is that evangelical faith, to which the glorious 


In of the goſpel are freely made; and by which, 
through 
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of promiſe ; Eph. i, 13. Endued with this 
divine principle, he fought a good fight; he 
finiſhed his courſe with joy. Animated with 
this heavenly gift, the commandments of God 
were not grievous, to him, nor the labours of 
his miniſtry irkſome. To him the yoke of 
Jeſus was eaſy, and his burden light; his 
ways were ways of pleaſantneſs, and all his 
paths were peace, * Enlightened by this 
bleſſed Spirit, his chief affection was the love 
of God; his favourite pattern was the life of 
' Chriſt ; and his higheſt wiſh the fellowſhip 
of the Holy Ghoſt. 


Such, chriſtians, was the life of St. Paul.+ 


He conſtantly and diligently devoted himſelf 


to 


through the grace of God, St. Paul was enabled to work out 
his ſalvation with fear and trembling. 


I do not mean, that every ſcene of our apoſtle's life 
was tranquil and delightful; for never man underwent ſuch 
a ſeries of troubles and afflict ions; but the end thereof was 
peace and conſolat ion. 


f Of all the religious virtues, which we admire in the 
amiable character of St. Paul, none is more ſtriking than 
his humility. Though immediately inſpired, and actively 
employed, by his heavenly Maſter, he declares that he was 
not worthy to be called an apoſtle. . What reaſon then have 
we, my friends, to be lowly in our own eyes! Matt, xi. 29. 


"2 


144 THE LIFE AND DEATH 


to the great ends of his exiſtence : he main- 
tained a zealous warfare againſt the great ene- 
mies of mankind, the world, the fleſh, and 
the devil: he ran his chriſtian race with inde- 
fatigable zeal and ardour; (Gal. vi. 9.) he kept 
the faith with undaunted courage and reſolu- 
tion; Heb. x. 23. He diſregarded even life 
itſelf, when put in competition with his duty ; 
for, faith he in the fervent ſtrains of piety, 
None of theſe things move me; neither count 
I my life dear unto myſelf, ſo that I might 
finiſh my courſe with joy, and the miniſtry, 
which I have received of the Lord Jeſus, to 
teſtify the goſpel of the grace of God.“ * 
Acts xx. 24. 


Having led ſuch a life as this, the approach 
of death was pleaſant; for his ſting was 
drawn, and his terrors were overcome; 
1 Cor. xv. 55—57. St. Paul had the teſti- 
mony of a good conſcience; (Acts xxiv. 16.) 

and 


* All the writings of St. Paul evidently witneſs, that 
this holy man was dead unto the world, and alive only unto 
righteouſneſs; Rom. viii. 1. For he had not the ſmalleſt 
wiſh for any thing, except the promotion of the goſpel, 
and the approbation of his God; Gal. vi. 14. 


4 
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and what pleaſure can a man enjoy, in this 


world, of equal value? It is indeed one of 


the greateſt bleſſings a mortal can poſſeſs on 
this ſide the grave.“ Our apoſtle could, in 


ſome ſenſe, adopt the language of his Lord 


and Maſter, Father, I have glorified thee 
on earth; I have finiſhed the work which 
thou gaveſt me to do.” John xvii. 4. And 
O!] what a bleſſed comfort! what a heavenly 
joy! to think he had anſwered the end for 
which he was ſent into the world ; had walked 
in the way which is well pleaſing to God; 
fought the good fight under the banners of his 
divine Captain; and fulfilled the ſervice of a 

faithful diſciple. This is, of a truth, the moſt 
enviable happinefs : this is unqueſtionably a 
refinement of terreſtrial bliſs : this i is doubtleſs 
heaven opon earth. 


T St, 


* The votaties of pride are very apt to deceive not 
only themſelves, but others, by ſaying, that their lives 
have been fair between man and man, and therefore 
they have as much religion as any one. Such boaſt- 
ing is vanity, and will be found deluſive in the iſſue. 


But if ſome men can reſt eaſy under ſuch a notion, how | 


{weet muſt be the ſenſations of that faithful chriſtian, who 
can lay his hand upon his heart, and tay, I have humbly 
and conſtantly endeavoured to have a conſcience void of 
offence towards God, and towards man! Acts xxiv. 16, 
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St. Paul had no reflect ions to torment his 
mind; no terrors to aſſail his peace; for in 
the way of righteouſneſs is life, and in the 
path-way thereof is no death ; Prov. xii. 28. 
He had learned that great leſſon, in whatever 
ſtate he was, therewith to be content; Phil. 
iv. 11. He had not purſued the pleaſures 
that leave a ſting behind them; nor been 
deluded by that mirth, in the midſt of 
which is heavineſs ; Prov. xiv. 12, 13. He 
had not lived unto the world, nor to himſelf, 
but unto God; and therefore his riches were 
not on earth, but in heaven. He had found 
in Jeſus Chriſt that hidden treaſure, which he 
would not exchange for thouſands of gold and 
filver. The Shepherd of Iſrael had received 
him into his fold; had embraced him with 
the arms of his mercy ; and repleniſhed his 
foul with the comforts of the Holy Ghoſt; 
or to uſe his own emphatical words, had 
filled him with all the fulneſs of God.” 
Eph. iii. 19. Thus highly bleſſed with all 
ſpiritual bleſſings in heavenly things,” St. 
Paul had no other want, he felt no other wiſh 
but to be with Jeſus ; Phil. i. 23. Animated 


and ſupported by the preſence and conſola- 
tions 


OF A FAITHFUL CHRISTIAN, 147 


tions of the Holy Spirit, he finiſhed his courſe 
with joy, and gladly heard the welcome call 
of Heaven. For him to live was Chriſt; for 
him to die was gain; Phil. i. 21 


Having, I hope, ſufficiently diſplayed to 
you the ſolid ſatisfaction, which St. Paul de- 
rived 


* It is a queſtion which has ſometimes been agitated, 
whether, upon leaving the world, we are inſtantly tranſ- 
lated into the region of ſpirits; or reſt in ſilent hope to 
the day of general reſurrection. Upon this ſubje&, for my 
own part, I am fully ſatisfied, and will beg leave to give 
my opinion, which may not be unintereſting to ſome of my 
hearers. St Paul unequivocally informs us, that for him 
to live was Chriſt; for him to die was gain: now, if the 
intermediate ſtate between death and the general reſurrec- 
tion were but a ſleep, to die would have been a loſs to 
Paul; for a ſtate of inſenſibility could not be as defirable 
as a life ſpent in the ſervice, bleſſed with the conſolations, 
and employed to the honour of Chriſt, Hence it appears, 
that death cannot be a ceſſation of thought and action. But 
we have a ſtill ſtronger argument, in favour of this hypo- 
theſis, derived from the divine words of our bleſſed Saviour. 
When the penitent thief upon the croſs entreated the ſuffer- 
ing Jeſus to remember him, when he came into his king- 
dom; theſe were the words of the Son of God; “ Verily I 
ſay unto thee, To-day ſhalt thou be with me in paradiſe.” 
Luke xxiii. 43. Theſe and other paſſages of ſcripture leave 
not a doubt in my mind, that, at the very moment of diſſo- 
lution, the ſouls of the faithful are conveyed by angels into 
the preſence of God, Vide hiſtory of Dives and Lazarus; 
Luke xvi. 19—23, 
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rived from a review of the paſt; T ſhall eaſily 
convince you, that ſtill more exquiſite was 


the joy he poſſeſſed in a proſpect of the future. 


St. Paul had long enjoyed the earneſt of the 
eternal inheritance, and the foretaſte of ever- 
laſting felicity. He knew, and he triumphed 
in the knowledge, that for him was laid up 
a crown of righteouſneſs, which the Lord the 
righteous Judge would give him. He was 
certain, and he rejoiced in the glorious cer- 
tainty, that the Maſter he ſerved had gone to 
prepare a place for him in his Father's houſe; 
and that he would come again, and receive 
him unto himſelf, that where his Saviour is, 
there he might be alſo; John xiv. 2, 3.“ 
Oh! what unmingled happineſs! what tranſ- 
porting joy, did the holy Paul receive from 
theſe heart-cheering reflections, when death 

ex- 


* In no paſſage of holy Writ is the infinite love of Jeſus 
more conſpicuous than here; © I go to prepare a place for 
you,” &. How are we overpowered with his goodnels, 
when we hear him declare, that after all he had ſuffered on 
earth for the redemption of an ungrateful world, the object 
of his aſcenſion, as the Saviour of mankind, was to prepare 
a place for them in his Father's kingdom. O! chriſtians, 
where 1s your gratitude? | | 
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executed his awful ſummons, and put a 
final period to this mortal ſcene! * In that 
ſolemn hour, when all human comforts were 
on the eve of departure, never to return; 
when his ſoul was at the point to viſit the re- 
gions of eternity, and conſign its frail habita- 
tion to the ſilent manſions of the grave; then 
were the peace of his conſcience, and the di- 
vine ſupports of religion peculiarly endeared 
to him: they enabled him to cry out, in lan- 
guage like that of good old Simeon, Lord, 
now letteſt thou thy ſervant depart in peace, 
for mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation ;” 
(Luke ii. 29, 30.) and to triumph in the jaws 
of death with the joy of faith; O death, 
where is thy ſting? O grave, where is thy 
victory ? | 


The living image of God,” faith a ſub- 
lime Author, * the real chriſtian, ſets like the 
weſtern ſun after its ſhining courſe; not loſt in 


the 


* When we come to lie upon a death-bed, we ſhall have 
enough to do to bear with reſignation the parting farewel 
of our deareſt friends, the pains of ſickneſs, and the agony 
of diſſolution. Let us not then, I beſeech you, O let us 
not add to theſe the ſtings of a guilty conſcience, and the 
horror of an ill-ſpent life, 
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the ocean of the grave, but onward moves to 
illumine a new horizon.“ Such was the cloſe 
of life to our holy apoſtle. His proſpects 
were glorious and eternal. His houſe was 
built upon a rock, which the floods of adver- 
ſity and the ſtorms of diſtreſs battered in vain ; 
Ifa. xxviii. 16.“ He rejoiced in God, as a 
God reconciled in Chriſt; (2 Cor. v. 18.) re- 
joiced in bim as his everlaſting portion, and 
his guide even unto death; Pſal. x]vili. 14. 
Tracing with joy and gratitude the evidences 
of his Saviour's love, he adored the prace to 
which he was indebted ; and bold in the hope 
of that glory which ſhall be revealed, he 
calmly waited for eternal life, the gift of 
God through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, (Eph. ii. 
7, 8.) ſaying, in the immediate proſpect of 

his 


* © This Rock,” ſaith the pious Hervey, * is the only ſure 
foundation, Every thing elſe is ſliding ſand, yielding air, 
a breaking bubble. Wealth will prove a vain ſhadow, ho- 
nour an empty breath, pleaſure a deluſory dream, our own 
righteouſneſs a ſpider's web. If on theſe we rely, dilap- 
pointment muſt enſue, and ſhame be inevitable. Nothing 
but Chriſt can ſtably ſupport our ſpiritual intereſts; no- 
thing but Jeſus can realize our expectations of true happi- 
neſs, and, bleſſed be God, he :s all-ſufficient ; his power 1s 
almighty, his love unbounded, and his righteouſneſs per- 


fect,” 
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his diſſolution, J am ready to be offered, and 
the time of my departure is at hand.“ 2 Tim. 


iv. 6. 


Such was the peaceful and bleſſed ſtate of 
our apoſtle's mind. He had fought a good 
fight; he had finiſhed well his courſe; he had 
ſteadfaſtly kept the faith; and his reward was 
before his eyes. Now eternity opened its 
unbounded proſpects: the crown of glory, 
which fadeth not away, ſhone before him ; 
1 Pet. v. 4. When the perſecuting tyrant 
ſhould ſtrike the fatal blow, angels were 


ready to receive his departing foul,* and bear 
7 It 


* This intereſting paſſage recals to my memory the tran- 
quil and enviable cloſe of a chriſtian's life, whoſe name I 
ſhall ever revere.——He was my Grandfather, the once be- 
loved miniſter of Thorparch, near York. This faithful 
ſervant of the bleſſed Jeſus, a few hours before his death, 
called his afflicted family together, and, during his farewel- 
advice to them, repeatedly and firmly declared, that the 
holy meſſengers of heaven were at his bed-ſide, haſtening 
his flight to happineſs. He then took leave of them with 
peaceful reſignation, and delivered up his vi@orious ſoul 
to him that gave it, with a ſmile upon his countenance. 
Rom. viii. 37—39. This affecting event made a laſting im- 
preſſion upon his children, two of whom are miniſters of 
exemplary piety and zeal. 


— — ” 


his ſoul. 
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it on their wings to the paradiſe of God. * 
Hark! how they ſhout through the ſkies. 
Lift up your heads ye gates! and be ye lifted 
up ye everlaſting doors that -the heir of glory 
may come in; Pal. xxiv. 7. Jeſus the God 
of angels, ſtood ready to welcome him home, 
and place him at his own right hand, on a 
throne of glory. | 


O how happy was the life of St. Paul! How 
glorious was his death! God Almighty of 
his infinite mercy grant, that we may, through 
Chriſt, be enabled ſo to live; that we may 
die the death of this righteous perſon, and 
that our latter end may be like his! Numb. 


xxiii. 10. 


Let me now beg your attention to a 
ſolemn charge, which my duty and office 


oblige me to give you, before I diſmiſs this 


intereſting ſubject. The apoſtle's life and 
experience awfully condemn the world at 
large. A great part of the chriſtian world, I 


am afraid, are ſtrangers to ſpiritual conſola- 
tions. 


* Vide Por E's ſublime Ode,—The dying Chriſtian to 
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tions. A great many, I ſtrongly ſuſpect, 
have never experienced the ſanctifying opera- 
tions or the celeſtial comforts of the Holy 
Ghoſt.* If any of you, my friends, are of 
this number; if any of you, void of this neceſ- 
ſary Guide, have reſted eaſy in ſo dangerous 
a condition, and been lulled into falſe ſecu- 
rity ; may the word of grace, ſharper than 
any two-edged ſword, rouſe your conſciences, 
and pierce your hearts ; Heb. iv. 12. May 
the Holy Spirit be to you a Spirit of convic- 
tion, ſhewing you, in ſtriking colours, the 
error of your ways, and warning you to flee 
from the wrath to come! 


O my reſpected flock! the warfare of a 
chriſtian is no trifling concern, Let us then 


put on the whole armour of God; (Eph. vi. 
U I3 


* This 15 not more ſhocking than true. For ſome time it 
has been too common to regard the mention of ſpiritual 
things, in ſocial converſe, with a jealous ſuſpicion ; nay, 
even to treat them with an impious contempt ; but I re- 
Joice to think, that the miniſters of the eſtabliſhed chnrch 
begin to ſee the neceſſity of adhering more cloſely to the 
doctrines of the goſpel, than they have been wont; and 
their flocks to receive, with gladneſs, the bleſſed ſound of 
thole heavenly truths, which have long been ſhamefully 
neglected. | 
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13—17.) and quit ourſelves like men; 1 Cor. 
XVi. 13. We are no babes, except in folly ; 
we are no children, except in vanity. We 
are come to years of diſcretion ; it behoves us 
therefore to lay our hands upon our hearts, 
and fairly aſk ourſelves theſe queſtions, In 
what ſtate are our ſouls in the fight of God? 


How have we ſpent our lives? Have we an- 


ſwered the end of our creation? * If, in neg- 


lect 


To anſwer the deſign of creation, I humbly conceive, 
is, under the influence of the Holy Spirit, to do all the 
good we can; and, through faith in Jeſus Chriſt, to pre- 
pare our ſouls for the preſence of God, This, I doubt not, 
is within the reach of you all; 2 Pet. iii. 9. For I an 
fully perſuaded that we are free agents; and my opinion I 


ground upon the oracles of God. Come unto me,” faith 


our bleſſed Saviour, all ye that labour, and are heavy 


laden, and I will give you reſt;” Matt. xi. 28. Now 


would the all-wiſe and gracious Redeemer of the world have 
invited us, if, under the drawings of the Father, we had 
no power to go unto him? Again, St. Paul exhorts us to 
work out our own ſalvation; (Phil. ii. 12.) now if we were 
incapable of complying with this exhortation, where would 
have been the uſe of it? From theſe quotations it is plain 
to me, that we are endued with free will, and that if we 
periſh, the fault is our own, But far be it from me to 
mean the leaſt diſreſpe& to thoſe who hold a contrary 
opinion; for many pious chriſtians have thought other- 
wiſe, whole lives and writings I equally admire, 
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lect of our baptiſmal vow, we have not fol- 
lowed the example of our Saviour Chriſt, our 
circumciſion will become uncircumciſion ; 
(Rom. 1i. 25.) our baptiſm will avail us no- 
thing; we ſhall continue, as we were born, 
the children of wrath, (Eph. ii. 3.) and ſhall 
lie under a curſe inſtead of inheriting a bleſs- 


ing. 


O! let us ponder theſe things in our minds, 
and lay them up in our hearts. Let us ſe- 
riouſly conſider what would be our reflections 
and proſpects, if we were now dying. Let 
us examine our ſouls, and try if we could ſay, 
with the holy Paul, I have fought a good 
fight, &c. This is indeed a moſt momen- 
tous ſubject ; a ſubject which ſhould impreſs 
us all with gravity and awe. It is a ſolemn 
thing to die; it is a tremendous thing to 
launch into eternity. It is not like removing 
into another neighbourhood. No! It is paſs- 
ing into another world; a world from whence 
no traveller returns; a world where we 
muſt be happy or miſerable for ever and 


ever. It is time then, chriſtians, to prepare 
| for 
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for this awful change. * It is time to be ear- 
neſtly ſolicitous about a meetneſs for the eter- 
nal ſtate. It will not be long, before thoſe ears, 
which now hear my voice, ſhall hear it no 
more. It will not be long, before you ſhall 
hear the alarming ſound of the archangel's 
trumpet, (1 Theſs. iv. 15—17.\ the voice of 
the Son of God, (John v. 25.) and the craſh 
of falling worlds; Matt. xxiv. 29—31. It 
will not be long before we ſhall all appear 
before the judgment ſeat of Chriſt, to be 


_ eternally rewarded, or everlaſtingly puniſhed; 


Matt. xxv. 31—33—46. And if fo! why 
are we not more diligently preparing? why 
does not the proſpect affect us more? why are 
we all buſtle in temporal concerns? all ſloth 
in our eternal intereſts? Surely to die is a ſo- 
lemn change! Surely to be for ever happy or 
miſerable is an important concern |! 


Pre- 
* 

It is certainly the ſummit of deluſion, and the pinnacle 
of danger, to delay our repentance a moment; for our Judge 
hath declared, that he will come in an hour when we think 
not, and in a day when we are not aware; Matt. xxiv. 
50, 51. If then the bliſs of heaven 1s worth obtaining; 
if the miſery of hell is worth avoiding; we ſhould always 
have our lamps ready trimmed againſt the coming of the 
Bridegroom ; (Matt. xxv. 10—193.) that when he calls, we 
may neither be aſhamed nor afraid to meet him. 
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Prepare then, my beloved friends, to meet 
your Judge. Repent, I exhort you, before it 
be too late, (Joel ii. 12, 13.) and turn unto 
the Lord your God ; Ifa. lv. 6, 7. Repent! 
is the advice of ſaints; Matt. iii. 1, 2. Re- 
pent! is the command of Heaven; Mark i. 
14. 15. You muſt repent either here or 
hereafter ; Luke xvi. 23. Repent then now 
if you are wiſe. For my ſake, my beloved 
flock, repent! or rather for your own ſakes. 
If you have the leaſt value for your precious, 
immortal ſouls, from this moment ſee your 
errors, and forſake your fins: then I am com- 
miſſioned, by my heavenly Maſter, to found 
in your ears this gladdening truth, that, if 
with a penitent heart you truſt in your Sa- 
viour, and ſerve your God, you ſhall reap the 
harveſt of eternal bliſs, and live with Jeſus 
for evermore. Amen. 
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